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HOW WEARING A FACE MASK OR FACE
COVERING SLOWS THE SPREAD OF COVID-19

COVID-19 remains a threat in West Allis and we must take
continued precautions to help prevent the spread.

In addition to frequent hand washing and physical
distancing, wearing a face covering in public settings is an
effective way to slow the spread of disease. Cloth face
coverings help people who may have the virus and do not
know it from transmitting it to others .

How does a face covering prevent the spread of COVID-
19? COVID-19 spreads mainly from person to person
through respiratory droplets produced when an infected
person coughs, sneezes, or talks. Cloth face coverings
provide an extra layer to help prevent the respiratory
droplets from traveling in the air and onto other people.

Who should not wear a face covering? According to the
CDC, children under age 2, or anyone who has trouble
breathing, is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable
to remove the mask without assistance should not wear a
face covering. If you are unable to wear a mask, consider
alternatives like a face shield or staying away from public
places where physical distancing is difficult (eg. grocery
stores, pharmacies, restaurants/bars, family gatherings, etc.).
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Level: High
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Milwaukee County has a high COVID-19 activity level. COVID-19
activity level is based on the burden (case rate) and the
trajectory (case change) status.

In Milwaukee County the burden (case rate) is high and the
trajectory is shrinking. However, any county listed as having a
case rate of over 100 cases per 100,000 people in the last two
weeks is still considered to have a high COVID-19 activity level.
Milwaukee County has a case rate of 170 COVID-19 cases
per 100,000 people.

The takeaway: As compared to other Wisconsin counties,
Milwaukee County residents are still at high risk for contracting
COVID-19. Additionally, wearing a face covering, practicing
physical distancing, stayinﬁ home when not feeling well, and
axoiding public mass gatherings is advised when given the
choice.
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