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Dear Residents,
As 2019 comes to a close, we have so
much to be proud of in our community.
This year we welcomed numerous new
businesses and enjoyed several new City
events. We marked the 100th anniversary
of our beloved West Allis Farmers Market,
celebrated ribbon cuttings and ground
breakings, brought The Better Block to
Burnham Pointe, and so much more.
It’s Your City Magazine is where we celebrate
these milestones, reflect on these events,
and inform you of news and information that
impact you. We thank residents for supporting
this publication. Beginning next year, the
magazine will publish three times annually, in
late April, August, and November. Each issue
will have more stories, news and photos for
you to enjoy.

Sincerely,

MAYOR OF WEST ALLIS

To stay connected to the City of West Allis
between issues of It’s Your City, sign up at
www.westalliswi.gov/notifyme to receive
our monthly e-newsletter. This provides
information on City news, events, and
reminders to your inbox once each month
so you can always be connected to your
community.
You can also connect with me at Coffee
with the Mayor, usually held on the first and
third Monday of each month at a different
West Allis businesses. These are casual
opportunities for us to meet and chat about
any questions, suggestions, or concerns you
may have. I also encourage you to attend
the West Allis Police Department’s quarterly
Neighborhood Partnership Meetings, held
four times per year at various locations
throughout the City. These are wonderful
opportunities to meet your neighbors and
connect with public safety officials to get facts
and tips to keep our community a safe and
welcoming place to be. For information about
Coffee with the Mayor or more Neighborhood

ROSALIE L. REINKE
414-543-0587
RREINKE@WESTALLISWI.GOV
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Partnership meetings, visit the City’s website
at www.westalliswi.gov. Indeed, the upcoming
holiday season is all about connection – to
our loved ones, our faith, our community, and
one another. I wish you and your family time
to connect with one another, to celebrate and
reflect this season, and to have a healthy,
happy 2020.

WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S
HAPPENING IN THE CITY?
SIGN UP FOR THE LATEST NEWS AT:
www.westalliswi.gov/notifyme

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Questions or comments? Contact communications@westalliswi.gov
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WHAT’S
IN YOUR CITY

BETTER
n May of this year, the City began a
partnership with The Better Block
Foundation, an urban design non-profit,
with the intent to re-energize the Burnham
Pointe neighborhood at 60th and Burnham St.
Better Block works to inspire communities to
reimagine public spaces and empower those
who live there with the tools and knowledge
to create usable gathering spaces in the
neighborhood. Better Block collaborates with
partner communities for months, leaving
residents organized and prepared to initiate
long-term change.
For the Burnham Pointe project, Better Block, the
City, and volunteers worked from May through
September to organize a lively community event
on Friday, Sept. 6 and Saturday, Sept. 7. One of
the first steps in the process was a survey of the
businesses and residents of the neighborhood
to find out what challenges and opportunities
existed in the area. Survey respondents praised
the diversity and close-knit, friendly feeling they
shared with their neighbors, but were concerned
about heavy, fast-moving traffic and the lack of
family-friendly amenities in Burnham Pointe.
Accordingly, Better Block and the City began
work to address these issues and experiment
with other interventions that would make
Burnham Pointe more inviting for the September
event. Bike lanes were installed to slow traffic
and improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians.
“Bus bulbs” were painted near curbs to create
safer boarding zones for transit passengers.
State Fair Park generously loaned beautiful
planters to brighten up the area and promote
the slowing of traffic.

Unit Forgings employees created a custommade, upcycled bike rack. Outdoor seating,
additional outdoor lighting, and a food truck
court were added. Finally, a children’s play
area featuring natural wood pieces for climbing
and exploring was built in a formerly vacant lot.
Volunteers, led by resident Daysi Jimenez and
supported by Better Block and the City, worked
selflessly for days leading up to the event, and
their hard work paid off.
With live music, great food, and pop-up
shop vendors added as the finishing touch,
the Burnham Pointe rebirth was a smashing
success. Hundreds of visitors stopped by
the area to have a great time over the two
day celebration. The projects implemented
at Burnham Pointe were temporary and
intended to give the community a sample
of what creativity and hard work can
accomplish. Following the September event,
the organized volunteer group continues
working to promote new and exciting things
in Burnham Pointe. Follow the Burnham Pointe
Better Block Group on Facebook for information
on how to get involved!

Photos of Better Block event 2019

.

IT’S YOUR CITY | WEST ALLIS — 3

2020 FAIR HOUSING CONTEST
Each year the Community Development
Authority of West Allis sponsors the Fair
Housing Poster, Essay, and Video Contest!
Fair Housing demonstrates non-discriminatory
housing for all people regardless of race, sex,
color, national origin, disability, or family status.
This contest is held to create awareness in
children of the importance of providing equal
housing opportunities for all people.
All West Allis-West Milwaukee School District
students and West Allis private school students
in grades K-12 are encouraged to participate!
Congratulations to our 2019 Contest Winners!

Visit www.westalliswi.gov/housing/fairhousing after
the first of the year for more information about 2020’s
contest.

See more photos from
the contest on the City of
West Allis Flickr page!
@cityofwestallis

CITY’S WEBSITE + REBRANDING
WINS NATIONAL AWARD

The City of West Allis won two awards in
the 2019 City-County Communications &
Marketing Association (3CMA) National
Savvy Awards Competition. Winners
were announced during a ceremony at
the Hilton Denver City Center in Denver,
Colo. on Thursday, Sept. 5.

FARMERS MARKET 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

Nov. 30, 2019, concludes the 100th season
of the West Allis Farmers Market! The 100th
season has proved to be the best one yet,
thanks to the support of our customers and hard
work of our vendors to keep our Market a prime
destination in Southeastern Wisconsin.
As we wrap up another Farmers Market
season, we’d like to reflect on what a great year
it has been. To celebrate this grand milestone,
we launched a new Farmers Market brand,
Instagram account, and marketing campaign!
This has been an exciting opportunity to
showcase all that goes on at the West Allis
Farmers Market. We look forward to new things
to come next year!
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Are you following the
new West Allis Farmers
Market Instagram yet?
@westallisfarmersmarket
Stay up to date with a
What’s at the Market blog,
vendor spotlights, event
information, and more!

The Savvy Awards, held in conjunction
with 3CMA’s annual conference, recognize
outstanding local government achievements in
communications, public-sector marketing and
citizen-government relationships. The Savvys
salute skilled and effective city, county, agency
or district professionals who have creatively
planned and carried out successful innovations in
communications and marketing. Over 700 entries
in 40 categories were received. 3CMA utilized
volunteer judges from across the United States
to review every entry and provide constructive
comments on the winning entries. Seventy
two first-place Savvy Awards were presented,
one of which was for the City of West Allis’
rebranding initiative in the “Community Visioning
or Branding” category; 73 third-place Awards of
Excellence were also presented, one of which
was for the City’s recent redesign of its website in
the “Overall Website” category. As part of the

(awards cont.) City’s 5 Year Strategic Plan, which emphasizes “Image/
Brand/Destination” as its first goal, the City embarked in 2017 on a
partnership with Milwaukee-based marketing agency, Savage Solutions, to
develop a new brand for the City and execute a three-year comprehensive
marketing strategy to position the City as a regional and national destination.
The brand was unveiled publicly on Wednesday, Oct. 13, 2018 and digital
ads, radio spots, and social media promotions touting the City’s attractions
have been ongoing. Judges praised the new brand noting, “Wow! What
an incredible rebrand… engaging and visually fantastic...” and
remarking, “the colors and logo design are excellent,” earning our new
brand a first-place Savvy Award in this year’s competition.
The City launched a new, mobile responsive, customer-focused website
in early 2019. The site earned an Award of Excellence in the Savvys, with
judges observing “The new design is vibrant and engaging. The staff’s
thoughtful approach to ensuring the site is user-centric, compliant,
and responsive while incorporating the City’s new brand…makes
this a really nice site.” Since launching, site visits to the new website
increased more than 45% over the prior year.
“The community has responded so positively to the new brand and
website, and it’s rewarding to see a professional organization such as
3CMA recognize our efforts to showcase all West Allis has to offer at the
national level,” said Mayor Dan Devine. “We’re proud of the City staff,
residents, and our partners who contributed to creating our brand and
rebuilding our website to better serve our people.”

COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR
Coffee with Mayor Dan Devine is held the first
and third Mondays of each month from 9 - 10
a.m. These casual get-togethers are held
at local businesses and are an opportunity
to bring your questions, suggestions, and
conversation. Everyone is welcome to attend;
Visit www.westalliswi.gov/notifyme to get
updates.
Visit www.westalliswi.gov
for upcoming locations.

Explore the new City of West Allis website at www.westalliswi.gov,
or learn more about the new brand at www.westalliswi.gov/branding.

CORPORAL NELSON NAMED
FIRST RESPONDER OF THE YEAR
Corporal Rodney Nelson from the West Allis
Police Department has been selected as the
2019 First Responder of the Year for the 15th
Assembly District!
Corporal Nelson was nominated because
of recent efforts he made to encourage a
young West Allis woman to return to school.
He interacted with this West Allis family and
worked with the girl, who had not attended
school since a young age. Rod worked
with her to get her back into school and she
ultimately obtained a high school diploma.
Rod’s compassion and support helped this
student reach her full potential, and the award
is well deserved. Corporal Nelson was honored
at a ceremony held at the State Capital on
Thursday, Oct. 10. Congratulations!

FIGHT THE FLU!
Every year from October through May, millions of people all
over the U.S. come down with the flu! Flu shots are recommended ever year for those age six months and older in order
to reduce the likelihood of contracting influenza.
Call the West Allis Health Department Flu Hotline this fall
at 414-302-8670 for immunization or flu clinic dates, times,
locations and fees.
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DOG PARK
OPENING SOON
The park is located behind the West Allis Police Department at
11301 W. Lincoln Ave. The park has been in development since
2017, supported by numerous City departments and the efforts
of the volunteer West Allis Dog Park Project group. The park
will be open from dawn until dusk for your furry friend’s off-leash
exercise needs.
For the safety of owners, their dogs, and other guests of the park,
please be aware of the following rules:
No more than three dogs are allowed per owner/guardian,
per visit within the Dog Exercise Area (DEA).
Owner/guardian must be present within the fenced
enclosure of the DEA and is responsible and liable for
behavior of their dog(s) at all times. The City of West
Allis is not liable for the actions of any dog within or
outside the boundaries of the DEA.
Owner/guardian is responsible for cleaning up and
properly disposing of dog excrement.

We recommend all dogs be current with
distemper and parvovirus vaccinations.
We recommend that puppies under six
months old not use the DEA, as they have
not yet received their full vaccinations to
protect them from distemper and parvovirus,
as well as other diseases.
Each dog must be free of communicable illness
and parasites (worms, fleas & tics). If your dog
is ill, please return when your veterinarian says
there is no risk to other dogs.
Children must be accompanied by a parent/
guardian and closely supervised.
Please evaluate your own dog prior to
bringing them to the DEA – ensure that they
are well socialized so that they can be offleash in this area.
If your dog digs, please stop them and fill any
holes they made.
Dogs are the ONLY animals allowed in the DEA.
DO NOT bring any food or glass containers
into the DEA.
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All dogs must display a dog liscense and DEA tag while
in the DEA and be current with vaccinations. All dogs are
required to be up to date with the rabies vaccination.
Owner/guardian must have in their possession a leash
for their dog(s) and remain within view and voice control
of their dog(s) at all times. Your dog(s) must be leashed
until you enter the double-gated entry. Please make sure
to close all gates behind you.
For the safety of your dog(s) and those of others, choke,
pinch, spike, or training types of collars are not allowed
in the DEA. Remove such collars upon entering the DEA.
Aggressive dogs and/or dogs with known aggressive
behavior are prohibited from the DEA; female dogs in
heat are also prohibited.

IT’S TAX TIME
By mid-December, property owners, home owners, and
business owners will be receiving their 2019 property
tax bills. Here’s what you need to know:
Mockup of NFC Fitness Court

FITNESS COURT ARRIVES AT
VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PARK
This fall, a new fitness opportunity for residents
is coming to Veterans’ Memorial Park. Through
a partnership with the National Fitness
Campaign (NFC) an outdoor Fitness Court® is
being installed at 70th St. & National Ave. and
will open in early November.
Earlier this year, the City was awarded a grant
application to the NFC for the construction of the
court. The NFC is committed to bringing outdoor
fitness opportunities to 1,000 cities in the United
States by 2021, and West Allis was selected
to be one of those cities. As a community that
places a high priority on wellness, West Allis is
an ideal location for an NFC Fitness Court.

Fitness courts provide free
opportunities for the public to get
fit and active.
NFC Fitness Courts offer equipment and
space to do complete circuit training, including
strength training and cardio exercises, and offer
a complete workout for all fitness levels based
on seven key movements. The NFC also offers
a free app featuring instructional workout videos
with personal trainers who lead users through
a variety of workouts that build endurance,
strength, and flexibility. Users of the app join a
national community and can compete against
local and national leaderboards for the chance
to win prizes. You don’t need to use the app to
use the court; however, exercise routines are
displayed at the Fitness Court so everyone can
make the most of the equipment.
“One of the barriers to improving fitness levels in
our community is financial. In-home equipment
and gym memberships are expensive, and that
closes off many members of our community from
being able to take control of their health,” says
Mayor Dan Devine. “The Fitness Court provides
a space for residents to work out at absolutely no
cost, improving the overall health and well-being
of our community.”
*No tax dollars were used to install the Fitness Court, which
was funded by a generous donation by Aurora West Allis
Medical Center Service Club, Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds, and $30,000 in grant monies from NFC.

Due dates for tax bills:
Friday, Jan. 31, 2020 1st Installment in Full
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 2nd Installment
Sunday, May 31, 2020 3rd/Final Installment

WAYS TO PAY
Online at www.westalliswi.gov/mytax. E-Checks are processed
at no cost. Service fees apply for credit card payments.
By mail to West Allis City Hall, 7525 W. Greenfield Ave., West
Allis 53214.
In-Person at City Hall*. Payment can be placed in the overnight
drop box near the main entrance to City Hall, or made in-person
at the Treasurer’s Office on the 1st floor of City Hall.
At Tri-City Bank locations throughout West Allis, including
those branches inside Pick ‘n Save stores, through Friday, Jan.
31, 2020.* Tri City Bank offers shorter lines, longer hours, and
an immediate refund if escrow check is larger than the tax bill.

In order to be credited with a 2019 tax payment, the payment
must be postmarked, paid in-person at any of the locations
noted above, or placed in the drop box located near the main
entrance to City Hall by Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2019.
The Lottery Credit is allowed on a primary residence only.
If a tax bill does not include a Lottery Credit but should, the
taxpayer needs to contact the Treasurer’s Office at City Hall
prior to Friday, Jan. 31, 2020, for a form and an immediate Late
Claim Credit to the tax bill. If a bill includes a Lottery Credit in
error, the taxpayer should also contact the Treasurer’s Office at
City Hall to resolve the issue without future penalties from the
Wisconsin Department of Revenue.
The First Dollar Credit is allocated to every parcel of real estate
on which improvements are located in an amount determined
by the State of Wisconsin. The First Dollar Credit is shown on
property tax bills as a reduction of property taxes due.
Visit www.westalliswi.gov/mytax to learn more.
*City Hall will be closed on Dec. 24, 25 and Jan. 1 & 20. Tri City Bank
locations close Dec. 24 at 2 p.m. and are closed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

Mailing address changes need to be requested through the
City Assessor’s Office. Please call 414-302-8230 for more
information.
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The 2020 Census will launch early next
year. Your responses to the 2020 Census are
safe, secure, and protected by federal law.
Your answers can only be used to produce
statistics and they cannot be used against
you in any way. By law, all responses to the
U.S. Census Bureau household and business
surveys are kept completely confidential.

DID YOU KNOW:

RESPONDING TO THE 2020 CENSUS SHAPES
THE FUTURE
Responding to the Census helps communities get the funding they need
and helps businesses make data-driven decisions that grow the economy.
Census data impacts our daily lives, informing important decisions about
funding for services and infrastructure in our community, including health
care, jobs, political representation, roads, schools, and businesses.
More than $675 billion in federal funding flows back to states and local
communities each year based on census data.

YOUR CENSUS RESPONSES ARE SAFE AND
SECURE
The Census Bureau is required by law to protect any personal information
they collect and keep it strictly confidential. The Census Bureau can only
use your answers to produce statistics. In fact, every Census Bureau
employee takes an oath to protect your personal information for life. Your
answers cannot be used for law enforcement purposes or to determine
your personal eligibility for government benefits.

BY LAW, YOUR RESPONSES CANNOT BE USED
AGAINST YOU
By law, your Census responses cannot be used against you by any
government agency or court in any way, not by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), not by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), not by the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and not by U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE).

YOU CAN RESPOND SECURELY ONLINE, BY
MAIL, OR BY PHONE
Households that don’t respond in one of these ways will be visited by a
Census taker to collect the information in person. Regardless of how you
respond, your personal information is protected by law.

YOUR ONLINE RESPONSES ARE SAFE
FROM HACKING AND OTHER CYBERTHREATS

Learn more about the Census Bureau’s data protection
and privacy program at census.gov/privacy.
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The Census Bureau takes strong precautions to keep online responses
secure. All data that is submitted online is encrypted to protect personal
privacy, and the Census Bureau’s cybersecurity program meets
the highest and most recent standards for protecting your personal
information. The Census Bureau is absolutely committed to keeping your
responses confidential. This commitment means it is safe to provide
your answers and know that they will only be used to paint a statistical
portrait of our nation and communities.

NE

W

BUSINESS

WALTER HOLTZ ANTIQUES MOVES
TO FORMER WEDDING CENTRE

7140 W. Greenfield Ave., the former home of the Wedding Centre, is now
Walter Holtz Antiques. Holtz’s 9th Street Antiques, previously in historic
Walkers Point, relocated in September to their new West Allis location.
Holtz specializes in high-end American carved furniture, such as pieces
by RJ Horner, George Flint, Paine Furniture, tand more. Holtz’s shop
also displays lighting, stained glass, and architectural pieces, as well as
unique collectibles. Walter Holtz Antiques is open three days a week,
Thursday and Friday from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. - 3
p.m. Connect with @WalterHoltzAntiques on Facebook.

STATION NO. 06 NOW SERVING @ 68TH & BECHER
West Allis Cheese & Sausage Shoppe owner Mark Lutz unveiled his
new venture, Station No. 06, at 6800 W. Becher St. this fall. Built in a
former mechanics shop, Station No. 06 is part beer garden, part bar,
and part coffee shop, in an all in one casual indoor-outdoor setting.
Enjoy a coffee or espresso drink featuring locally brewed Stone Creek
Coffee, or sip on a delicious craft cocktail, cold beer, glass of wine or
hard cider. If you’re hungry, you can order from the West Allis Cheese
& Sausage Shoppe or accross the street from Wild Roots, which are
serving to Station No. 06 guests.
Station No. 6 is open from 4 – 9 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, noon
– 10 p.m on Friday, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. on Saturday, and 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
on Sunday. Visit stationno06.com for more information.

SWAYE’ TEA WARMS UP DOWNTOWN
“Swaye’” means “to heal” in Haitian-Creole, and it’s a living mantra for
Aisha and Shiree Henry. The couple opened Swaye Tea at 7326 W.
Greenfield Ave. in September. Their warm, welcoming shop offers herbal
and medicinal teas for sale, as well as gifts including mugs, infused honey,
tea facial steams, tea baths, and tea sets, all intended to soothe and
heal the mind and body. “We pride ourselves on creating USDA organic
certified tea blends with maximum health benefits and no artificial flavors”
said Swaye’s website.
Try the Peace Blend, a sweet and fruity tea combining lemon, ginger,
hibiscus flower, cinnamon and citrus notes; or beat back that winter cold
with Winter Tea, a blend of herbs formulated to support the respiratory
system. Swaye’ offers countless tea and herb options to support your
health all year round. Swaye’ is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday. Visit swayetea.com for
more information or to order online.

KWIK TRIP OPENS WEST ALLIS LOCATION

Kwik Trip opened its first West Allis location at HWY 100 and Lapham St.
with a ribbon cutting on Wednesday Sept. 18. Kwik Trip is based in La
Crosse, Wis. and has over 600 stores across Wisconsin, Minnesota, and
Iowa. The West Allis location is open 24 hours, seven days a week.
Learn more at kwiktrip.com.
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POLICE
& FIRE
1930’s PUMPER TRUCK
COMES HOME
Thanks to generous donations by residents,
and through a special gift of $5,000 from the
West Allis Knights of Columbus, the West
Allis Fire Department successfully raised the
$15,000 needed to purchase their 1930s Peter
Pirsch & Sons Pumper Truck from a private
collector in Kohler, Wis.

WEST ALLIS FIRE DEPARTMENT
BEGINS INTERN PROGRAM
Throughout the month of August, significant effort was made to establish
a West Allis Fire Department internship program in partnership with
Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC). The program provides
college students with an opportunity to gain on the job experience,
and the West Allis Fire Department an opportunity to develop future
candidates for hire. To participate in the program, each student must be
a licensed firefighter and EMT within the state of Wisconsin.
Once a student is accepted into the program, they go through an
onboarding process that concludes with an assignment to a shift and
station. Once assigned, an intern is able to work with their assigned crew
as much as they would like. At various times throughout the semester,
an intern may be temporarily assigned to a specific bureau such as
MIH (Mobile Integrated Health), fire prevention, or training to receive
education in each specialty. The goal is to provide each intern with an
opportunity to gain experience in all aspects of the fire service.
For more information, contact Fire Chief Mason Pooler at mpooler@westalliswi.gov.

The pumper truck joined the West Allis Fire
Department fleet on Sept. 29, 1930, and was
decommissioned in 1972. From 1972 onwards,
it passed through a series of private collectors
who kept the truck in excellent condition. This
truck is expected to be used about a dozen
times per year at parades, fundraisers, and
other educational events. Thank you to the
West Allis community for your generosity and
support in bringing a piece of West Allis Fire
Department history home!

DRUG TAKE-BACK
The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
and the West Allis Police Department have
partnered in order to provide residents with
free, anonymous collection of unwanted and
expired medicines. Protect our kids, families,
and the environment by properly disposing
of your unwanted and expired medications.
Medications in the home are a leading cause
of accidental poisoning, and flushed or trashed
medicines can end up polluting our waters.
To drop off your unwanted and expired
medications, please visit the West Allis Police
Department lobby and drop them off in the big
green box. Thank you for helping to keep our
citizens and water supply safe!
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CITIZEN POLICE ACADEMY
The Citizen Police Academy is a ten week informative overview of the
West Allis Police Department designed to provide the citizens of West
Allis a first-hand look at police operations. Classes will be held on
Tuesdays beginning in March 2020, from 6 – 9 p.m. at the West Allis
Police Department, 11301 W. Lincoln Ave.
Participants are also provided with the opportunity to ask experienced
officers questions about police services. Participants will be instructed
in current issues facing law enforcement and will also be exposed
to techniques that officers use on a daily basis. Presentations will
be provided by front line personnel such as patrol officers, traffic
investigators, K-9 handlers, and members of the Special Weapons &
Tactics (SWAT) team. Topics will include OWI enforcement, firearms
training system and exercises, squad car technology, and much more.
To participate in the Citizen Police Academy, you must be at least
18 years of age; live, work, or own property in the City of West
Allis, and be subject to a background check. Enrollment will be

CRIMESTOPPERS
West Allis-West Milwaukee Crimestoppers is a
non-profit program organized and supported by
citizens concerned with preventing and solving
local crime. Crimestoppers serves our citizens
to help keep our community a safe place to live,
work, and play.
If you want to help our local law enforcement with
information you know about a crime or a person
who has committed a crime, and want to remain
anonymous, you need to contact Crimestoppers
at 414-476-2274 (CASH).
If an arrest is made, you can become eligible for
a cash award of up to $1,000. Crimestoppers
meets once a month to determine awards.

available beginning in December 2019 at www.westalliswi.gov/
citizenpoliceacademy.

If you have any questions, please contact the West Allis Police
Department Community Services Unit at 414-302-8050.

WISCONSIN WINS

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
IF YOU’RE TRAVELING... Get an automatic timer for your

lights. Ask a neighbor to watch your home. Stop your mail
delivery. If you’re out for the evening, turn on lights and the
TV so it looks like somebody’s home.

IF YOU’RE SHOPPING... Stay alert and be aware of what’s

going on around you. Park in a well-lighted space and be
sure to lock your car and hide shopping bags/valuables.

SHOPPING WITH KIDS... Teach them to go to a store clerk

or security guard if separated or lost.

CELEBRATE & DRINK RESPONSIBLY... West Allis Police

arrest about 600 impaired drivers annually. If you choose to
drink alcohol at a party, use a form of public transportation,
ride-share, or have a designated driver.

IF YOUR CREDIT/BANK CARD IS STOLEN... Call the West

Through this state-wide youth tobacco
compliance program, checks are conducted
throughout the year in collaboration with local
health departments, community agencies, and
local law enforcement in order to help maintain
Wisconsin’s compliance with the federal requirement that all states maintain a youth
tobacco access rate of under 20%.
For tobacco, the compliance check was
completed through the use of a 16 year old
who attempted to purchase nicotine products
from each business without an ID. Out of 10
randomly selected businesses, nine of them
denied the transaction while one establishment
completed the transaction and sold tobacco
to the minor.
An Alcohol Compliance check on taverns
and businesses licensed to sell alcoholic
beverages was completed through the use
of a 20 year old. Out of 24 randomly selected
taverns and businesses, 21 of them denied the
transaction, requiring an ID for the purchase.
Unfortunately, three of the establishments did
complete the transaction and sold alcohol to
the underage person.

Allis Police Department and make a report. Contact your
credit card company or bank. Notify the three major credit
report bureaus to place a fraud alert on your card.

IT’S YOUR CITY | WEST ALLIS — 11

CHRISTMAS
TREE
LIGHTING &
COMMUNITY
CAROLING
Saturday, Dec. 7
4 – 4:30 p.m.
West Allis City Hall
Centennial Plaza
7525 W. Greenfield Ave.

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
OF THANKS & GIVING
Monday, Nov. 25 | 7:15 a.m.
Hampton Inn & Suites Milwaukee
West, 8201 W. Greenfield

music, plus carolers, a visit from Santa Claus,
and much more. Admission is free. Learn more
through West Allis Cheese & Sausage Shoppe
and Eat West Allis. Learn more at eatwestallis.com

CAAD EVENTS

Sponsored by the West Allis Community
Improvement Foundation. Proceeds from
(Community Alliance Against Drugs)
the breakfast are donated to West Allis food
pantries. Learn more and order tickets at:
NEW YEAR’S EVE FAMILY NIGHT
www.westallisfoundation.org.

SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY Nov. 1 - 30
Downtown West Allis

Join the West Allis Downtown Business
Improvement District (BID) in the month of
November to celebrate the locally-owned,
small businesses in West Allis! The BID
encourage you, your family, and your
friends to shop local before the holiday
season, in an effort to support the family
shops that make our city unique.
The BID will hold a raffle for anyone who
spends more than $10 at a non-franchise,
West Allis business between Nov. 1 and
Nov. 30. Bring your receipts to Centennial
Plaza outside of West Allis City Hall, 7525
W. Greenfield Ave. on Saturday, Nov. 30
between 1 - 3 p.m. to get them redeemed for
raffle tickets. More information can be found at
www.westallisdowntown.com/small-businesssaturday.

CHRISTKINDLMARKT
Fiday, Dec. 6 | 5:30 - 9 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 7 | Noon - 4 p.m.
West Allis Farmers Market , 6501
W. Greenfield Ave.

Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2019 | 5 - 9 p.m.
West Allis Central High School,
8516 W. Lincoln Ave

Join us for a family-fun night filled with
inflatable attractions, basketball, volleyball,
swimming, DJ music, karaoke, face painting,
raffles, concessions, and more. You won’t
want to miss the balloon drop at 8:45 p.m.!
Admission is free for CAAD members, and $6
for non-members.
FAMILY SKATE AT THE PETTIT CENTER

Sunday, Dec. 1 | 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Petit National Ice Center, 500 S. 84th St.

Join us for a family skate night at the Pettit!
Admission is $2 for members, and $5 for
non-members; includes skate rental. To print

registration forms, visit www.westalliswi.gov/CAAD.

WINTERFEST

Saturday, Jan. 25 | 5 - 8 p.m.
Nathan Hale High School, 11601
W. Lincoln Ave. (west entrance)

Inflatable attractions, carnival games,
swimming, basketball, music, and more! Free
admission and meal to CAAD members, and
$5 admission and additional food cost for non
-members. To become a CAAD member, visit
us online at www.westalliswi.gov/CAAD or call

Shop a traditional outdoor European-style
414-302-8050.
market featuring over 70 holiday gift vendors,
specialty food retailers, and artisan crafters.
Sample gluhwein, a hot mulled wine, or your
favorite spirits. Enjoy hot foods and live
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Join Mayor Dan Devine
to sing favorite holiday
carols with students
from West Allis - West
Milwaukee schools,
and light the West Allis
Christmas tree.

WEST ALLIS
CHRISTMAS
PARADE
Saturday, Dec. 7
4:45 p.m.
“Lights, Camera,
Christmas – Take 2!”
The Christmas Parade
will be marshaled at
the 81st St. (Gate
2) State Fair Park
entrance, proceeding
east on Greenfield Ave.
to 70th St., then south to
Orchard Ave.
The West Allis
Christmas Parade
is an annual holiday
tradition, and the
premier night-time
Christmas parade
in Southeastern
Wisconsin! Enjoy
marching bands, live
performers, creative
floats, vintage vehicles,
meet elves, cartoon
characters, and of
course, wave to Santa
Claus himself at the
end of the parade! Visit
wachristmasparade.
com for more
information.

WEST ALLIS WINTER WEEK
Jan. 19 - 25

Join West Allis Downtown for West Allis Winter
Week, a whole week in January dedicated to
celebrating winter rather than hiding from it.
Seven different community organizations will be
offering seven nights of winter activities for the
whole family. Most events will be 6 – 8 p.m. and
will include a luminaire hike, milk and cookies,
crafts, reading, a soup crawl, ice skating and
more, all at different locations throughout West
Allis. Winter Week will end with the CAAD’s
Annual Winterfest.
In addition to the winter festivities, seven West
Allis coffee spots will offer buy one get one
free seasonal drinks each day of winter week,
so grab a friend and catch up over some local
coffee!
Exact times, locations and activities will
be announced closer to the event. More

information can be found at westallisdowntown.
com/west-allis-winter-week.

FINE ARTS EVENTS
SUBURBAN CONCERT BAND
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Friday, Dec. 6 | 7:30 p.m.
West Allis Central Auditorium,
8516 W. Lincoln Ave., 53214

The Suburban Concert Band’s Christmas
Concert will feature wonderful holiday music
and delicious Christmas cookies.

Visit suburbanbands.com for more information &
future concert dates.

SUBURBAN SINGERS AND
SINFONIA ORCHESTRA PRESENT
VIVALDI’S GLORIA
Friday, Dec. 13 & 20 | 7 p.m.
West Milwaukee Intermediate
School, 5104 W. Greenfield Ave.,
Milwaukee, 53214

The Suburban Singers Community Choir,
in conjunction with the West Allis-West
Milwaukee Sinfonia orchestra will be
presenting Antonio Vivaldi’s masterpiece
Gloria this December. Each concert will feature
Gloria, with additional seasonal choral music
on Friday Dec. 13, and additional orchestral
pieces on Friday Dec. 20. Get ready to join in a
holiday carol sing-along at both concerts! Visit
wawmrec.com/community_clubs for tickets and
information.

WEST ALLIS PLAYERS PRESENT
GODSPELL THIS SPRING
April 17, 18, 24, 25 | 7:30 p.m.
April 19, 26 | 2 p.m.
West Allis Central Auditorium,
8516 W. Lincoln Ave.

West Allis
Holiday
Events

The West Allis Players will be presenting
the inspiring musical Godspell this spring.
This long-running, heart-warming musical
features the popular songs Day by Day, By
My Side, Turn Back, Old Man and All Good
Gifts. The cast will feature both adults and
children. Please check The West Allis Players’
website at westallisplayers.org for
information about auditions.This show
will be directed by Erico Ortiz.
.

EXHIBITS &
PERFORMANCES
AT INSPIRATION
STUDIOS
1500 S. 73 St.
West Allis, 53214
Dec. 1 | 2 p.m.

Opening Reception
of Lost in Nature,
photography by
Carlos Montañez
of Oak Creek, WI
(Exhibit runs through
Dec. 29)
Dec. 6 - 27 | 6 - 8 p.m.

Village Playhouse
presents Lilies of
the Field, directed
by Deanna Strasse
Feb. 1 | 6 - 8 p.m.

Opening Reception
of Art in So Many
Words, by The
Rogues Artists
Group. (Exhibit runs
through March 1)
Feb. 7 - 23

Village Playhouse
presents Beyond
Therapy, directed by
Elizabeth Havican
March 13 - 22

Cream City Theater
presents Chapter
Two, directed by
Katherine Beeson
April 3 | 6 p.m.

Opening Reception
of Surreal, original
art by Brian Nau of
Grafton, WI (Exhibit
runs through April 27)
April 27 - May 3

Village Playhouse
presents A Good
Farmer, directed by
Edson Meléndez
For detailed show times
and more information,
visit inspirationstudios
gallery.com.
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Candy
Cane Lane
n December 1984, when a West Allis child was diagnosed
with cancer, members from his neighborhood joined together
to collect donations for the Midwest Athletes Against
Childhood Cancer, Inc. (MACC Fund), an organization
working to find a cure for childhood cancer and related blood
disorders by providing funding for research. Festive light
displays, candy cane decorated trees, passionate volunteers,
visitor donations, and the Christmas spirit all came together to
form Candy Cane Lane, a Milwaukee tradition 34 years in the
making. The longevity of Candy Cane Lane is a testament to the
giving spirit of those who visit, volunteer, and donate to Candy
Cane Lane.
Each year, Candy Cane Lane sees hundreds of volunteers and
thousands of visitors who come from far and wide to drive and
stroll through the winter wonderland of holiday sights and sounds.
Different local groups, sports teams, clubs, radio personalities,
mascots, the West Allis Police and Fire Department, and Mayor Dan
Devine brave the cold and volunteer to collect donations and greet
visitors as they enter Candy Cane Lane. Rumor has it even Santa
Claus himself visits Candy Cane Lane to see the lights!
Candy Cane Lane includes more than 350 homes and stretches
from Montana Ave. on the north to Oklahoma Ave. on the south,
and from 96th St. on the west to 92nd St. on the east. You can drive
or walk through the winter wonderland yourself Mondays through
Thursdays from 6 - 9 p.m., Fridays from 6 - 10 p.m., Saturdays from
5 - 10 p.m., and Sundays from 5 - 9 p.m.. Visit Friday, November
29 through Saturday, December 28! Please drive carefully and keep
your headlights on. The beautiful decorations can be distracting to a driver,

14

— IT’S YOUR CITY | WEST ALLIS

CONTRIBUTE TO
THE CAUSE
Donations are the most important
part of the success of Candy Cane
Lane. While a donation is not required,
Candy Cane Lane accepts monetary
donations, as well as donations of
canned food for Food for Families,
the Hunger Task Force’s holiday food
drive. If your business is interested
in making a donation, please call the
MACC Fund’s office at 414-955-5830.
All information, including a calendar
of events, featured guests, visitor
information, volunteer information,
and biographies of children who
have benefitted from the program’s
donations
can
be
found
on
candycanelanewi.com. Make sure to
also like and follow Candy Cane Lane
on Twitter and Facebook for exclusive
pictures, updates, and content!
For more information on the MACC
Fund, visit MACCfund.org. Start your
own holiday tradition and experience
the true meaning of Christmas this year
at Candy Cane Lane.

LIBRARY
EVENTS
All Ages

Teens & Adults

NIGHT OF HYGGE

TABLE TOP GAMING

HARRY POTTER BOOK NIGHT

Dec. 7 | 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Dec. 28, Jan. 25, Feb. 29, March
28 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 21 | 6 - 8 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 6
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Saturdays

Adult

Children’s (grades K5 - 5th)

Thursday
Saturdays, Dec. 7, Jan. 4, Feb. Dec. 5, Jan. 2, Feb. 13
1, March 7, April 4 | 2 - 3 p.m.

The library will
be CLOSED on
the following
days:
SUNDAY,
DEC. 22

COLORING CLUB

LEGO CLUB

HOLIDAY
HOURS
& CLOSINGS

6:30 - 8 p.m.

TODDLER DRIVE-IN THEATER LEISURE LEARNERS
Tuesday, Dec. 10 | 6:30 p.m. PROGRAM

TUESDAY,
DEC. 24
WEDNESDAY,
DEC. 25

JAMMIE JAM STORYTIME

Monday, Dec. 9 | 10 a.m.

SUNDAY,
DEC. 29

Tuesday, Jan. 3 | 6:30 p.m.

GETTING CRAFTY

SUNDAY,
DEC. 31 AT
5 P.M.

Harry and Snowman (DVD Presentation)

(all ages)

Teen & Tween

(grades 4 - 12th)

RANDOM FANDOM

Thursday

Dec. 12, Jan. 9, Feb. 20,
March 12, April 9 | 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Teen (grades 6 - 12th)
FRIDAY FUN

Tuesday, Jan. 28 | 7 p.m.
Mason Jar Snow Globes

ESSENTIAL OILS FOR
WELLNESS

Monday, Feb. 3 | 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 24 | 7 p.m.
Stamped Clay Bowls

Dec. 27, Jan. 24, Feb. 21,
March 20, April 17
3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,
JAN. 1
MONDAY,
JAN. 20
SUNDAY,
APRIL 12

BOOKS & COFFEE

Saturdays | 10 a.m.

To receive updates and reminders, call 414302-8500 to join our email list.

Weekly Children’s Programs
Winter Storytime | Registration begins Jan. 2.
Wonderful Ones | Ages 9 - 23 months | Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Toddling Time | Ages 24 - 35 months | Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Preschool Power | Ages 3 - 5 | Mondays at 10 a.m. or Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
Storytime After Dark | Ages 0 - 5 | Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
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GARBAGE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION
For Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year 2019, and
Martin Luther King Day 2020.

Monday
Monday and/or Tuesday
Tuesday and/or Wednesday
Wednesday and/or Monday (Dec. 2)
Monday (Dec. 2)

Monday, Dec. 2
Tuesday, Dec. 3
Wednesday, Dec. 4
Thursday, Dec. 5
Friday, Dec. 6

Tuesday
Tuesday and/or Wednesday
Wednesday and/or Thursday
Thursday and/or Friday
Friday

RED RWEEK

ADJUSTED PICKUP DAY

Monday, Nov. 25
Tuesday, Nov. 26
Wednesday, Nov. 27
Thursday, Nov. 28
Friday, Nov. 29

Monday, Dec. 23
Tuesday, Dec. 24
Wednesday, Dec. 25
Thursday, Dec. 26
Friday, Dec. 27

BLACK WEEK

SCHEDULED PICKUP DAY

Monday, Dec. 30
Tuesday, Dec. 31
Wednesday, Jan. 1
Thursday, Jan. 2
Friday, Jan. 3

Monday
Monday and/or Tuesday
Tuesday and/or Thursday
Thursday and/or Friday
Friday

RED WEEK

BLACK WEEK

RED WEEK

Garbage and recycling collection is affected during holiday weeks. Crews may work ahead or fall
behind due to the shortened work week. Below is a chart to help you determine when to set out
your garbage and recycling. Find your regular pick up day then set your garbage and/or recycling
out on the adjusted day. If your items are not collected on the first day listed, collection will take
place the following day.

Monday
Monday and/or Thursday
Thursday and/or Friday
Friday and/or Saturday
Saturday

Monday, Jan. 20
Tuesday, Jan. 21
Wednesday, Jan. 22
Thursday, Jan. 23
Friday, Jan. 24

Tuesday
Tuesday and/or Wednesday
Wednesday and/or Thursday
Thursday and/or Friday
Friday

Be aware that inclement weather may alter this collection schedule.
Remember to make garbage and recycling carts accessible to crews.
Carts that are frozen to the ground or buried in snow can cause injury to the
collection crew or damage to the cart if they attempt to move the carts.
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WINTER
RECYCLING
City Hall, the West Allis
Health Department, West
Allis Senior Center, Department of Public Works
offices, and the Municipal
Yard will be closed and
garbage and recycling will
not be collected on:
Thursday, Nov. 28
Friday, Nov. 29
Tuesday, Dec. 24
Wednesday, Dec. 25
Wednesday, Jan. 1
Saturday, Jan. 18
Monday, Jan. 20
For any questions or
information regarding
garbage and recycling
collection, you can:

1) Fill out our Let Us Help form at
www.westalliswi.gov/letushelp,
2) Call the Sanitation and Street
Division at 414-302-8800 or the
Recycling Office at 414-302-8831,
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.
3) Go to the City’s website at
www.westalliswi.gov.

REC
DEPARTMENT
WAWM RECREATION AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO HOST
ALUMNI BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT.

For two days over winter break, teams of high
school graduates hit the court to relive their
glory days and participate in the Annual Alumni
Basketball Tournament held by the West AllisWest Milwaukee Recreation and Community
Services Department. The 2019 edition will be
the 46th annual tournament.
Recreation manager Dustin Smith shares, “In
2018, the alumni tournament returned to West
Allis Central High School’s Stech Fieldhouse
after being held at Lane Intermediate School for
the past two years. The tournament will return to
Lane Intermediate, 1300 S. 109th St., Thursday,
Dec. 26 and Friday, 27. With two gyms available
to use, it helps the tournament run efficiently.”
Casey Farner, a team captain, sums up the
importance of the alumni tournament: “It’s
a chance to play legitimately competitive
basketball and it’s really satisfying to see the

community come together. We get a chance
to interact with generations of high school
graduates.” Todd Franz, also a captain, adds,
“Our group looks forward to signing up every
year. It’s a great chance to catch up with friends
you don’t get to see very often.”
The tournament brackets are comprised of two
divisions based on the year the player graduated.
“Division 1 is players that graduated within the
last ten years,” explains Smith. “Division 2 is
everyone else! Division 2 players are older
they’ve been out of school for ten years or more.”
One of the great things about the tournament
is that players do not need to have to played
on high school basketball teams in order to
participate. You just need to be an alum of the
West Allis-West Milwaukee School District. In
2018, 10 teams in Division 1 and six teams
in Division 2 participated and organizers are
looking to add several more. “The games were
very competitive,” says Smith. “Our players
have a lot of fun on and off the court, and
winners have bragging rights for a year!”

Join us to cheer
on the teams! The
tournaments are open
to the public and free of
charge to attend as a
spectator. Learn more
at www.wamrec.com.

Dedicated to Our People
and Our Communities
Be something greater. Be Quad.
Quad is proud to be a part of the West Allis Community.
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BY JENNY KOSEK

avonne is a typical 17 year old. When you
talk to him, he’s a little shy, a little slouchy,
a little held back. He gives one word
answers, until you ask him what he’s working on
in school. The change is immediate: he stands
up straight, claps his hands, and grins.
“I’m making a game,” he says. “It’s an RPG (role
playing game) based on the school. I’m writing
the story and I’ll make the game pieces. I get
to do the whole thing,” he explains. Davonne is
a junior at Dottke High School, one of four high
schools in the West Allis-West Milwaukee School
District (WAWMSD), and perhaps the most
misunderstood. For 36 years, Dottke served
the district as an alternative school, providing
paths to graduation for students who struggled
in traditional classroom settings. Once thought
of as the last chance for some students to finish
high school, Dottke recently changed its model to
serve the district as a project-based high school,
a new model of instruction that is part of the
WAWMSD’s “Deeper Learning” initiative, which
aims to create students who will succeed in the
world as critical thinkers and problem solvers.
Under this new model, any student in the
WAWMSD can apply to attend Dottke, and if
the student meets certain criteria, they may be
accepted to attend this unique high school. “In
the past a student had to fail to be here, but now,
we are excited to open our school to any student
who wants to learn in a project-based setting,”
says Greg Goelz, principal at Dottke.

REAL LIFE LEARNING
Project-based learning uses real-life projects to
teach core concepts of critical thinking, reading,
math, and science, and allows students to drive
their own learning. Recently a student raised
concerns about the cost and environmental
impact of using styrofoam trays in the school’s
cafeteria. The student conducted an in-depth
research project with the school’s food service
provider, Sodexo®, to analyze the cost per tray,
number used per year, and potential savings
by switching to reusable plastic trays. The
project revealed that reusable trays would be a
significant cost-savings, and Sodexo made the
switch: Dottke students now eat lunch on
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reusable plastic trays, and the student gained
valuable experience using math, science, and
writing skills to gather data, analyze findings, and
make a case for switching trays.
To explore engineering and master STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
concepts, some Dottke students recently began a
project in partnership with the Milwaukee County
Zoo. Coal for the beloved steam-powered train at
the zoo is currently moved by hand from storage
to the train for use. Students are working with
the Zoo, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Department of Engineering, Marquette University,
We-Energies, and the Milwaukee School of
Engineering to develop a technology-based
solution to move the coal with more efficiency.

RELATIONSHIPS + RESPECT
Partnerships like these are crucial to the
success of Dottke’s project-based approach.
Collaborations with organizations including the
Library Square Senior Community, Milwaukee
County Zoo, Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, Blood
Center of Wisconsin, West Allis Public Library,
and others provide students with experience
using core concepts in the real world, and lets
them build relationships with professionals and
community members through real-world projects.
Relationship-building is an important part of
Dottke’s culture. “Many of our students have
never connected with an adult before coming
to Dottke,” says Alex Bruzan, Deeper Learning
Coach at Dottke. “We want to reinforce that this

is a safe place, and we respect our students as
young adults.”
The trust and respect Dottke teachers feel
for their students is evident, and the feeling
is mutual on the students’ side. “It’s different
here,” says Davonne. “All the adults know my
name. It makes you feel like you matter.”

FEELING LIKE YOU MATTER
“Feeling like you matter” is important to the
kids at Dottke. Having found their place here,
the students eagerly give back to one another
and the community. Every week the school
holds a Community Circle, where all students
and faculty celebrate positive news and
accomplishments. The reusable trays students
now use for lunch are washed daily by student
volunteers. Inside the school, a Community
Closet is available with donated clothes, food,
and hygiene products the students (78% of
whom are economically disadvantaged) can
help themselves to; students also “manage” the
closet, washing donated clothes and displaying
items attractively so student visitors feel like
they are visiting a store.

“Feeling like you matter is
important to the kids at Dottke...
having found their place here, the
students eagerly give back to one
another and the community.“

that students can work to own by volunteering.
Through Jerry’s donations and the passion
of social studies teacher Philip Frahm, the
school has an active Guitar Club for aspiring
musicians; a sound and recording studio is also
available to students. A local retired art teacher
hosts a weekly Art Club for the kids. Donated
furniture makes the “VIP Lounge” possible in
the cafeteria, a velvet-roped-lined area that
kids who go above and beyond are rewarded
with the opportunity to eat lunch in.
“We’d love to connect with more community
partners,” adds Goelz. Goelz is particularly
interested in partnering with organizations
or community groups who have meaningful
projects the students could complete to support
the project-based approach at Dottke, or with
collaborators like Gendron, who are eager to
encourage young people to realize their full
potential. Goelz continues, “We always want to
provide authentic experiences to our students
and we can’t do that without passionate
organizations and people who want to help our
students grow and thrive.”

Students who enjoy sewing make ragdolls that
they donate to Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
to share with young patients; others shovel the
walkways of properties around the school in
the winter. Dottke not only teaches academic
skills, but works to shape young people into
positive, growing adults.

PARTNERS WANTED

Community partnerships help Dottke thrive.
The Guitar Chief, also known as luthier Jerry
Gendron, donates restored guitars to the school
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SPOTLIGHT:
PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE

PAUL BARWICK

ASHLEY TANNERT

he City of West Allis takes pride in our employees and their
contributions to the community, especially our Department of
Public Works (DPW) employees, who work day and night to keep
our City clean, safe, and running efficiently! Over the years, many of our
DPW employees have gone above and beyond to make their mark within
West Allis. One of these people is Building & Sign Division Lead Person,
Paul Barwick.
A West Allis resident for 61 years and a City employee for 32 years, Paul
is a fix-it type of guy who enjoys the challenge and reward of repairing
everything from lawnmowers to tractors, and everything in between. As
a child, Paul had a neighbor who worked for Allis Chalmers and tinkered
on small engines as a hobby. Paul would visit his neighbor’s garage and
watch him work, becoming more and more intrigued each and every day.
It didn’t take long for Paul’s neighbor to notice his youthful passion, so he
offered to show Paul the ropes – and the rest is history!

Outside of Paul’s work with the DPW, he greatly
enjoys helping out other City groups like the
West Allis Downtown Business Improvement
District (BID). “I try to help the BID as much
as I can on my own time when they need
it,” he said. “They’re promoting the City and
getting businesses to come in – and that’s
important. They’re trying to make the City
more presentable for those who want to start a
business or a life here.” A natural collaborator,
Paul strongly believes in the power of working
together: “I try to work with other departments
as much as I can. I am different than most
people – Building & Sign has equipment and
other things that can be used. I figure if we
have the means to help out, then why not? I go
out of my way to help others – every now and
then I might get in a little bit of trouble for it, but
that doesn’t change me. This is my City. To me,
it’s more than just clocking in and clocking out.”

Working since the age of 16, Paul worked a variety of other hands-on
jobs that continued to add to his handyman skillsets, with one of his more
notable jobs as a grounds crew member for the Milwaukee Brewers.
Paul did everything from marking the field and cutting the grass, body
work on tractors and fixing phone wires, and even repairing an entire
room full of broken equipment, “The head groundskeeper also had his
scooter tucked away in this room… by the end of the night I had it up
and running!” said Paul. Paul even had a run-in with former owner of the
Brewers, Bud Selig, when Harry Gill, the head groundskeeper, got a call
to fix the flat tire of Bud’s 1979 two-door Chevrolet Caprice. Paul vividly
remembers the question Bud asked Harry over the phone: “Hey, that guy
that fixes everything – is he working today?”

“This is my City. To me, it’s more than just
clocking in and clocking out.”
Paul started his work with the City in 1987 in the Sanitation and Streets
Division. Two and a half years in, a position opened up in the Water
Division: Paul applied, got the job, and began the hands-on work he
always had a knack for, like fixing water mains and pipes throughout the
City. Eventually, Paul moved into the Building & Sign Division, first as a
maintenance repairer and then to the lead person. As a member of the
Building & Sign Division, Paul and his coworkers are responsible for the
maintenance and repairs to all City-owned buildings, all City street signs
and road markings related to traffic control, and setting up for special City
events, like Paul’s favorite, West Allis A La Carte.
Interestingly, Paul isn’t the first Barwick to work for the City. Paul’s dad
worked for the City DPW for 40 years before he retired. A few Barwicks
have worked or are currently still working for the City since then as well:
Robert Barwick in Finance/Purchasing, Steve Barwick in the West Allis
Police Department, Jane Barwick in Human Resources, and their kids
working as summer laborers for the DPW.
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When asked what he would like to share with
the community, Paul said “I’d like to see the
community get more involved. That’s where
I think there is a big lapse – and big room for
growth. West Allis is a small city with big city
development. We’ve all got to step up to the
plate and realize that the City doesn’t run on its
own!”
Not only does Paul have a strong work ethic,
he thinks outside of the box, always questioning
how he can improve something, and that is why
the City is lucky to have him! Thank you, Paul,
for loaning us your hard-working, helping hands
and bringing your innovation, passion, and
kindness to the City of West Allis. You help to
drive us forward!

ELECTIONS

SAVE THE DAT E S FOR
THE 2020 ELEC T IONS

SPRING PRIMARY FEB. 18

VOTER REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN
In anticipation of the heavy turnout for the 2020
elections, the City of West Allis Clerk’s Office
asks that residents who have not yet registered,
or changed their address or name since the last
time they voted, to please register to vote now.
To register, change your name or address, or
if you are unsure if you are registered to vote,
please visit MyVote.wi.gov or contact the
Clerk’s Office at 414-302-8220. For procedures
on registering to vote and the documents
you need, please visit elections.wi.gov/
publications/voter-guides/proof-of-residence.

REMEMBER YOUR ID
Voters are required to show a photo ID to
receive a ballot. There are many forms of photo
ID, which a voter may already have, that can
be used to vote. Anyone with a valid Wisconsin
driver’s license or Wisconsin state ID card, or
any of the documents listed to the right, already
have the photo ID they need for voting purposes.

SPRING ELECTION AND
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE
PRIMARY APRIL 7
PARTISAN PRIMARY AUG. 11
GENERAL & PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION NOV. 3

PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
The following photo ID’s are acceptable for voting purposes and can
be unexpired or expired after the most recent general election (Nov. 8,
2016):

WIS. DRIVER’S LICENSE OR RECEIPT
EVEN IF DRIVING PRIVELEGES REVOKED OR SUSPENDED

WIS. IDENTIFICATION CARD
U.S. UNIFORMED SERVICES ID CARD
U.S. PASSPORT BOOK OR CARD
VETERAN HEALTH ID CARD

CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION
ISSUED NO EARLIER THAN TWO YEARS BEFORE THE ELECTION

Questions? The City Of West Allis Clerk’s
Office Is Here To Help
7525 W. Greenfield Ave., West Allis 53214
414-302-8220
Steven Braatz, Jr., City Clerk
sbraatz@westalliswi.gov
Ann Marie Neff, Administrative Support Specialist
aneff@westalliswi.gov

A PHOTO ID CARD ISSUED BY A FEDERALLY
RECOGNIZED INDIAN TRIBE IN WIS.
A PHOTO ID CARD ISSUED BY A WIS. ACCREDITED
UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, OR TECHINCAL COLLEGE
(THAT CONTAINS THE DATE THE CARD WAS ISSUED, SIGNATURE OF STUDENT,
EXPIRATION DATE NO LATER THAN TWO YEARS AFTER THE DATE OF INSURANCE,
AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SEPARATE DOCUMENT THAT PROVES
ENROLLMENT SUCH AS A TUITION FEE RECEIPT, ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION
LETTER, OR CLASS SCHEDULE.

Janel Lemanske, Administrative Support Specialist
jlemanske@westalliswi.gov
Jenny Slivka, Administrative Support Assistant
jslivka@westalliswi.gov

RESOURCES

Laura Ramsak, Administrative Support Assistant
lramsak@westalliswi.gov

Check your voting status and
history

elections.wi.gov — Wisconsin Elections Commission
bringitwisconsin.com — Voter ID Law information
westalliswi.gov/146/Election-Information — City of West Allis elections webpage
elections.wi.gov/publications/voter-guides/proof-of-residence — What you need to register to vote
myvote.wi.gov — Find out where to vote, what’s on your ballot, register to vote, apply for an absentee ballot, and more
wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/change-addy/default.aspx — Update your name or address at the DMV
(online for free). This is required before registering to vote online.
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2019: YEAR
IN REVIEW
2019 was another year of groundbreakings,
ribbon cuttings, redevelopment, and progress
on the City’s Five Year Strategic Plan. The
Strategic Plan encompasses five key goals
which guide City operations and decisionmaking. Here’s a round up of 2019’s successes:

IMAGE/BRAND/DESTINATION –
GOAL #1

First full year of marketing
campaign implemented.
Phase 1 and 2 of National
Ave. Corridor Plan construction completed.
Bus shelter at 92nd St.
and National Ave.
installed.

West Allis Farmers Market new brand and marketing plan developed to
celebrate Market’s 100th
year anniversary.

Sidewalk Poetry Project
beautifies neighborhoods
by stamping residentwritten poetry.

City’s first bike boxes
painted at National Ave.
and 76th St. intersection
to promote safety of cyclists.
RFP issued for builder of
West Allis’ first dog park.

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT – GOAL #3
Launch of new City
virtual website to function as City Hall. Site
visits increased by 45%
over 2018.

Second annual Homeowner Resource Fair held
(renamed Resident Resource Fair).

EastAllis Neighborhood
Association installs butterfly garden.

Better Block Foundation
program launched in 60th
& Burnham St. area.
First comprehensive
citizen survey completed.

ECONOMIC VITALITY &
SUSTAINABILITY – GOAL #4

Cobalt Partners LLC acquires nine parcels of land
New events held at West
Allis Farmer Market inclu- at 70th St. and Greenfield
ding Pups & Pops and Eat Ave. for proposed $87
West Allis: Small Plates. million re-development.

QUALITY OF LIFE – GOAL #2
As of June 2019, tactical
data suggests a 2019 vs.
2018 decrease in crime
of 23%.

Rainbow Gardens Neighborhood Association
debuts mural in Rainbow
Park pavillion.

City of West Allis named
KIVA City, expanding financial funding opportunities for small business
owners.

New business openings
include Swaye Tea, Station
No. 06, Wild Roots, Water
Stone Bank, Kwik Trip,
Blaze Pizza, Pizzeria
Scotty, and Aurora Health
Center.

EXCELLENCE IN GOVERNMENT
– GOAL #5

Reaccreditation secured
by the West Allis Health
Department, West
Allis Fire Department,
and West Allis Police
Department.

100% of property maintenance complaints received
by Building Inspection &
Neighborhood Services
investigated within 24hrs
of receipt of complaint.

City rebranding and website win national 3CMA
Savvy Awards.
View the full Strategic Plan at
www.westalliswi.gov/strategicplan.
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WHEN
THE
FLIES...
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL
With winter upon us, please remember to remove
snow in a timely manner.

REMEMBER SNOW EMERGENCY
PROCEDURES!

When approximately three inches of snow falls in a
storm, the Department of Public Works usually plows
all City streets and alleys. A "SNOW EMERGENCY" is
declared through a radio or television announcement
and the City’s website and Facebook page when
a full scale plowing operation is initiated. Once
declared, all parking is prohibited on major emergency
thoroughfares only for the duration of the emergency.
For residential parking, normal alternate side parking
would be allowed during declared snow emergencies.
Regular residential parking restrictions would apply
for all overnight parking. Snow emergency regulations
shall override all other overnight parking regulations
for the duration of the snow emergency.
On certain streets other than emergency thoroughfares
where one side of the entire block is permanently
posted NO PARKING AT ANY TIME year-round,
parking will be allowed on the opposite side during the
declared snow emergency regardless of the calendar
date on which the emergency is declared. Visit www.
westalliswi.gov for a listing of snow emergency thoroughfares.

Per City ordinance, public sidewalks must be cleared
within 24 hours of the ending snowfall.
When ice has formed on the sidewalk, please sprinkle
the walk with salt, sand, abrasive material, or another
product designed to prevent ice accumulation. DO
NOT throw snow on public ways (streets, etc).

UNCLEARED SIDEWALK

SPRING CLEANING
TIPS ON BRUSH/YARD WASTE COLLECTION

Residents may place yard waste materials such as flowers,
vines, weeds, thatch, garden debris, and leaves into the curb line
of the street for collection from Sunday, April 19, through Sunday,
May 10. Do not place materials in the curb line at any other time.
Help city workers help you! If you have any questions about this
collection service, visit www.westalliswi.gov.

DO’S & DON’TS

X

Do not place materials for collection in
drainage ditches, alleys, refuse containers, ash
boxes, or piles in your yard or driveway.
Rake them into the street along the curb line
forming a long, low pile. If you do not have a curb
on your street, place your materials along the
roadway in a long, low pile.

PROPERLY CLEARED
WALKWAY

X Open air burning of yard waste is not
permitted in West Allis.
To help prevent materials from blowing around,
wet them down.
X

ADOPT A HYDRANT THIS WINTER

Help keep your neighbors safe by making a pledge to adopt a fire
hydrant near your home and commit to cleaning the hydrant of ice
and snow so the West Allis Fire Department can easily access it in
case of emergency. Sign up at www.westalliswi.gov/adoptahydrant.

Do not park vehicles along the curb line near
or over yard waste piles. Do not place brush,
woody plants, and grass clippings in the yard
waste piles.
Remove pots and soil from plants before placing
in the curb line.
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NOW HIRING!

IT’S YOUR CITY
It’s Your City is published three times per year by the City’s Communications
Department. This publication supports Strategic Goals 1 and 3 in the City’s Five
Year Strategic Plan, “Image/Brand/Destination” and “Citizen Engagement,”
as it seeks to highlight the positive news, stories, and events in the City of West
Allis. “It’s Your City Monthly,” an electronic supplement to the print newsletter,
is emailed monthly.

Subscribe at www.westalliswi.gov/notifyme
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