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Planning a Bright Future
West Allis Five Year Strategic Plan
Approved by Common Council

The City of West Allis is excited to announce that the Common
Council approved the proposed Five Year Strategic Plan in
January.
Beginning in early 2016, a steering committee comprised of
Mayor Dan Devine, District Alderpersons, city departmental
representatives, residents, visitors and businesses partnered
with facilitators from the University of Wisconsin-Extension to
begin preparing a strategic plan for the city’s future. During
June – September of 2016, a city wide survey, citizen and
young professional focus groups, and community open
houses were held to gather citizen input and help identify the
challenges, opportunities, and necessary actions needed to
position West Allis for a strong, prosperous future.
This process identified five key goals for the next five years,
which make up the City’s strategic plan. Each of these goals
is supported by clearly defined actions to be undertaken by
city departments or representatives, creating an outline of
tasks to be accomplished over the next five years. Several of
these actions are already underway and beginning to make
an impact in the city.
To learn more about the strategic plan, its creation, or to monitor
its implementation, visit westalliswi.gov/strategicplan, or
sign up to receive email or text updates.
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Image/Brand/Destination

Strategic Goal

The City of West Allis will become the “preferred municipality in the
Milwaukee Metropolitan area, the state, and the country”* for visitors,
residents and businesses through focused rebranding, marketing and
promotion actions. * as per the West Allis Vision Statement

Quality of Life

Strategic Goal

The City of West Allis will promote the quality of life for residents by
ensuring a safe and healthy community. (Public Safety, Health, Private
and Public Infrastructure, Aesthetics, Sense of Community)

Citizen Engagement

Strategic Goal

The City of West Allis will increase citizen engagement to facilitate a
sense of community, belonging, and ownership for citizens.

Economic Vitality and Sustainability

Strategic Goal

The City of West Allis will protect the organization’s fiscal wellbeing
through long term planning and fiscal analysis. Further, proactive and
well planned development and redevelopment opportunities will be
promoted and maintained.

Excellence in Government

Strategic Goal

The City of West Allis will continually review the best methods for effective
and efficient service delivery by utilizing continuous improvement and
LEAN operation techniques. Innovation and service excellence is
expected and employees will be held accountable and rewarded for such.

Join the
Mayor’s 2017
Challenge to get
up and move.

WE’RE ON A ROLL
Where Are the Recycling Carts?
The City is currently reviewing proposals from various recycling
processors and will shortly make a recommendation to the Board
of Public Works and Common Council. The City is looking at
addressing this issue by the summer of 2017.
To be the first to know when the carts will be rolled out, sign up
to receive alerts at westalliswi.gov/notifyme, or follow us on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or NextDoor.

Mayor Devine has proclaimed April Alcohol Awareness Month
in the City of West Allis. Wisconsin continues to be the state
with the largest percentage of adults who binge drink. Binge
drinking for men is defined as drinking five or more alcoholic
drinks within approximately two hours or for women, drinking
four or more drinks within approximately two hours. Alcohol use
and dependence takes a tremendous toll on everyone.
The West Allis-West Milwaukee Community Coalition
(WAWMCC) exists to provide support for the West Allis-West
Milwaukee community to help raise healthy, drug-free children.
Visit wawmcc.org for resources, important news, upcoming
events, and to view the Prezi (video) on Alcohol Awareness.

Details available in June.
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Yard Clean
i ng

Helpful suggestions for residents
to spring clean their property
after winter.

Dog Waste
This cleanup is a
priority in order to
have a sanitary yard
and help prevent
rodents.

Litter
Collect litter and
garbage from
your property and
neighborhood.

Vehicle Parking
Parking any vehicle
or trailer on lawns or
unpaved surfaces is
prohibited.

Maintenance
Repair peeling paint
on window trim,
siding, gutters, or
fascia and replace
missing pieces.

A great looking neighborhood is a
group effort, but it starts with you
and your property.

Community
Clean-Up

April 29
9 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Annual Memorial Day Parade and Observance
Monday, May 29
Parade - 10 a.m.
The parade starts at S. 70th St. and W. Greenfield Ave., proceeds west on W. Greenfield
Ave. to S. 75th St., south on S. 75th St. to W. National Ave., and east on National Ave.
to Veterans’ Memorial Park at S. 70th St.
Memorial Service - 11 a.m.
Veterans’ Memorial Park at S. 70th St. and W. National Ave.
Any and all veterans are eligible to ride the trolley in the parade. To ensure a seat on
the trolley, please RSVP to Ald. Dan Roadt at 414-321-7264.
For more information, call the West Allis Department of Public Works at 414-302-8833
or visit westalliswi.gov.

West Allis Summer Concerts Are Back!

Thursday Night Band Concerts
Summer band concerts begin in late
June and are held weekly on Thursdays,
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Concerts are held at
Veterans’ Memorial Park at S. 70th St.
and W. National Ave.
Watch for the summer issue of the City
Newsletter, mailed in mid-June, or check
the City’s website at westalliswi.gov for
the complete band concert schedule.

Tuesday Nights in the Park Sponsored
by CAAD
June 27; July 11 & 18; August 1 & 15,
6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Community Alliance Against Drugs (CAAD),
in cooperation with the West Allis Police
Department, WAWM Community Coalition,
and WAWM Recreation Department, will once
again host Tuesday Nights in the Park this
summer. Join CAAD for fun-filled nights of
dancing to a DJ, football, volleyball, picnicstyle games, contests, and food. Tuesday
Nights in the Park are open to the public,
free to attend, and offer inexpensive snacks/
beverages for sale. Events are held at the
West Allis Police Satellite Station, 6900 W.
National Ave. Call the WAPD Community
Services Unit 414-302-8050 for more details.

July 4th Celebration
“Proud to be an American...United We Stand” is the theme for the 2017 West
Allis Independence Day Celebration. This year's celebration includes:
Sunday, July 2
Youth Judging - 2 p.m. at City Hall (coaster wagon, costume, and bicycle
competition)
Annual Parade - 3 p.m.
Post Parade Celebration – 4 p.m.-6 p.m. at Veterans’ Memorial Park
Tuesday, July 4 - State Fair Park
Grandstand Show - 8:30 p.m.
Fireworks - 9:30 p.m.

Sponsored by:
West Allis Police Department/
Community Services Unit
Meet at Police Satellite Station 9 a.m.
6900 W. National Ave.

Watch for further information in the City’s summer newsletter due out in mid-June,
visit westalliswi.gov, like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, or contact the City
at 414-302-8200 or the Recreation Department at 414-604-4900.

Lunch provided for volunteers at 11:30 a.m.

Looking Ahead to National Night Out (NNO)
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Community Festival
Monday, July 24
West Allis Farmers Market, 65th & National Ave., 5 p.m.-9 p.m.
Neighborhood Block Parties
Tuesday, July 25, 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
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Hosted by the West Allis Police
Department Community Services
Unit. To volunteer at NNO or for more
information, call 414-302-8050 or email
dpetrick@westalliswi.gov.

Holiday Schedule

red
recycling
week

• City Hall and City of West Allis Offices are closed on Monday, May 29.
• DPW offices will be closed and refuse and recycling will not be collected on Monday,
May 29.
• The Municipal Yard and Morgan Avenue sites will be closed to drop off materials on
Saturday, May 27, and Monday, May 29.
• There will be no brush collection the week of May 29.
• Please note the schedule below and plan ahead to set out your refuse and, if appropriate,
recyclables by 7 a.m. according to this modified schedule.
Refuse and recycling collection is affected during holiday weeks such as Memorial Day.
Crews may work ahead or fall behind due to the shortened work week. Any refuse or
recycling not collected should be made available on the next scheduled work day.
If Your Scheduled		
Set Out Your Refuse and/
Collection Day Is		
or Recyclables On
Monday, May 29		
Tuesday, May 30
Tuesday, May 30		
Tuesday, May 30
Wednesday, May 31		
Wednesday, May 31
Thursday, June 1		
Thursday, June 1
Friday, June 2			
Friday, June 2
Questions regarding your collection may be directed to the Sanitation and Street Division
at 414-302-8800 or the Recycling Office at 414-302-8831, weekdays from 7 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., or by viewing information on the City’s website at westalliswi.gov.
Please note that City of West Allis offices are open for Good Friday on Friday, April 14.

The City of West Allis Building Inspection
and Neighborhood Services Department
has joined Houzz (houzz.com), the leading
platform for home remodeling and design,
as a flagship city to have a Houzz profile for
local governments to connect with residents
and local home professionals throughout
the residential construction process.
The integration with Houzz enables the West
Allis Building Inspection and Neighborhood
Services Department to provide residents
and home professionals with important
information and updates. The Department’s
profile also highlights home projects on
Houzz in West Allis and provides a map
of West Allis residential building permits
dating back to 2011.
Follow the West Allis Building Inspection
and Neighborhood Services Department
at houzz.com/city/west-allis.

Property Files
Did you know the City of West Allis has a digital file of every property in the City? Any building, plumbing, or electrical permits
issued by the City can be viewed. Many times, an attic was converted to second floor bedrooms, a rec room was constructed in a
basement, or a kitchen or bathroom was remodeled by a previous owner. The only way to be sure that the work was done properly
and safely, had valid permits, and was inspected, is to check the property file. The current owner of a property is responsible for
work done by previous owners if permits were never issued. Your safety and the safety of your family in your home is our top
priority. If you are thinking about remodeling or purchasing a home, you are advised to visit City Hall, Dept. of Building Inspections
& Neighborhood Services, to view the property file to eliminate any costly surprises.

Signs on Public Property
Signs which are illegally erected on public
property oftentimes obstruct the vision of
motorists, interfere with pedestrian traffic
and have caused damage to underground
street light cables and underground
sprinkler systems located in boulevards
throughout the City.
As a result, City of West Allis ordinance
prohibits, in general, the placement of any
sign, poster, banner or advertisement on
any public property by persons other than
employees of the City. Specifically, private
signs such as rummage sale, garage sale,
open house, house for sale, lost pet, and
other types of advertisements may not be
fastened to or erected on any public pole,
tree, sidewalk, street, boulevard or other
public property.
Residents are cautioned that violation of
this ordinance may result in fines of up to
$100. Furthermore, individuals erecting
illegal signs will be liable for any damage
that may occur as a result of sign placement.
It is not the intention of this ordinance to
prohibit advertisement or restrict any type
of enterprise. It is, however, important to
confine such activities to private property.
Thank you for your cooperation!

Get the Point on Sharps Disposal …So Others Don’t!!
Residents are reminded that State Law and Municipal
Ordinance make it illegal to throw used sharps needles, syringes and lancets - out with household
garbage or recyclables. Unsafe disposal can result in
serious diseases to sanitation workers, neighborhood
children and the general public through an accidental
needle stick.
The preferred method of disposal for sharps is placing
the sharps into a red “sharps” container. To obtain a
red “sharps” container, contact one of the pharmacies
listed below. The containers can be disposed of at any
of the pharmacies listed below or at the emergency
entrance of Aurora West Allis Medical Center (south
of W. Lincoln Ave., off S. 88th St.).
Aurora Health Center
Pick ‘n Save Pharmacy
7220 W. National Ave.
6760 W. National Ave.
414-771-1350
414-476-5111
Aurora Pharmacy
2424 S. 90th St.
414-546-9722

Pick ‘n Save Pharmacy
2625 S. 108th St.
414-328-4051

K-Mart Pharmacy
6900 W. Greenfield Ave.
414-476-0785
Residents with any questions regarding Sharps
Disposal may call the Recycling Office at
414-302-8831 or the Sanitation Office at
3 between 7 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
414-302-8800 weekdays

3

West Allis Health Department
Joins the Million Hearts Initiative

The West Allis Health Department is working in collaboration with the Association
of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) and the Million Hearts Initiative™
(a CDC/CMS national initiative) to “prevent 1 million heart attacks and strokes by 2017.”

Tips for
Feeding Birds

Nationally:
750,000 Americans experience
heart attacks annually
15% of these people will die as
a result

(and Preventing
Unwanted Guests)

Birdfeeders can provide hours of
entertainment watching the beautiful
creatures that may choose to visit. However,
unwanted guests may become a nuisance!
Feeding birds can attract rats. Rats often
travel through neighborhoods along fence
tops and telephone poles in search of food.
Many food sources are commonly found in
back yards such as tree fruits, improperly
stored garbage, pet waste, food waste in
compost bins and bird seed.
Although birdfeeders are very popular, if
you do have them you may see increased
rat activity on your property. Following are
several tips to deter rats from birdfeeders:
• Place feeders four feet off the ground
and eight feet away from branches,
fences or anything rats can climb to
get to the feeders.
• Use a “squirrel proof” feeder that will
prevent seed spillage.
• Do not overfill the feeder. Put out only
what birds will eat in one day.
• Do not leave birdseed in feeders at
night – that is when rats are most
active.
• Use seed blends for the birds you
want to feed. Seed blends with lots
of fill end up on the ground and rats
love it.
• Store birdseed in metal containers.
Rats can chew through plastic.
If you enjoy feeding the birds, please be
a considerate neighbor.
Any rat problems should be reported
to the West Allis Health Department at
414-302-8600.

Protect Yourself & Loved Ones:
FREE blood pressure screenings
West Allis Health Department
Mondays-Fridays
8:30 a.m-4:30 p.m.

Two for the Show
Two for the Show is a free, fun-filled event for all two year olds living in the West AllisWest Milwaukee School District and their parents/guardians. The event focuses on
ways to help children grow and develop. Professionals from the West Allis Health
Department, WAWM School District, and other agencies will be on hand to answer
questions on topics ranging from speech development to toilet training to dental care.
Parents will receive helpful tips on establishing routines, preventing lead poisoning,
nutrition, safety, and more, and every two year old will receive a bag of goodies designed
to stimulate curiosity and development.
West Allis Health Department Thursday, April 27
3 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
7120 W. National Ave.

Friday, April 28
8:30 a.m.-11 a.m.

Please call 414-302-8600 to make an appointment. Space is limited. Appointments are
available every 15 minutes. Plan 45 minutes to enjoy the fun.

Sign up for Notify Me
By signing up for Notify Me, you can
find out when important things happen
in the City via email and text alerts.
Visit westalliswi.gov/notifyme
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Wisconsin:
1.3 million adults
have high blood
pressure
40% are unaware
they even have
the condition
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Beautification
Award
Nominations
The Beautification Committee sponsors
annual awards for the Commendable
Property, Best Porch and Patriotic
Display programs.
Commendable Property
Commendable Property Awards are
presented to West Allis businesses
and homeowners who devote extra
effort to their property’s beautification
and maintenance. Such efforts boost
the City’s curb appeal and promote a
sense of civic pride. Nominations for
Commendable Property Awards are
due June 15.
Patriotic Award
Patriotic Display Awards were created
to increase awareness of patriotism and
celebrate allegiance to our wonderful
Nation. Residents are encouraged
to create patriotic theme displays,
which could include flags, buntings,
flowers, handcrafted or purchased
items with any relevance to Memorial
Day, Flag Day and Independence
Day. Nominations for Patriotic Display
Awards are due three business days
prior to each of the holidays mentioned.
Best Porch
Best Porch Awards are given to
recognize homeowners for their
efforts of displaying flowers, flags and
other decorations on their porches.
Nominations for Best Porch Awards
are due on July 15.
Award recipients of these programs
are honored at a ceremony held in
September. In addition to the award, a
sign is posted at each property and the
City’s Communications Office creates
a video highlighting each property. This
video may be viewed on City 25, our
cable television station, and on the
City’s website or YouTube channel.
To nominate a property for an award,
write down the address of the
property and send it to the West Allis
Beautification Committee, c/o Forestry
Division, 6300 W. McGeoch Ave.,
West Allis, WI 53219 or nominate the
property online at westalliswi.gov/
propertyawards.
Call 414-302-8811 with questions.

The West Allis Department of Public Works 2016 PILOT program to accept electronics
for e-cycling collected over 105.23 TONS of material in its first year and continues to
accept items at the Municipal Yard at 6300 West McGeoch Avenue. Hours of operation
are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 7:15 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Wednesday from
7:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For certain items, such as
televisions and computer monitors, there will be a $20 fee. All other electronics will be
accepted at no charge. For more information, visit the City’s website at westalliswi.gov
or call the Recycling Office at 414-302-8831 or the Sanitation Office at 414-302-8800
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Yard Waste Collection
Spring collection of yard waste is
April 2 through April 16

Fall collection of yard waste is
September 17 through November 12

• Yard waste includes leaves, weeds, woodchips/mulch (ONLY untreated),
thatch, flowers, vines and other non-fruit or vegetable matter.
• Yard waste should be placed in the curb-line of the street only during the
designated spring and fall collection periods.
• Yard waste can be composted on-site or disposed of, without charge, at the
Municipal Yard or Morgan Avenue drop-off sites.

Do not put yard waste
in bags, boxes or
containers in the
street.

Do not mix brush into
yard waste piles, they
clog the city equipment
rakes.

Brush Collection
• Brush is woody material from trees and
shrubs and trimmings from bushes.
• Cut brush into lengths of 5 feet or less.
• Bundle brush pile and place between the
sidewalk and curb.
• Put smaller pieces of brush in a box or can
marked “brush”.
• Do not put brush in bags.
• Do not mix yard waste into brush piles.
• On recycling day, 1.5 cubic yards of brush
(sticks and branches) will be collected
curbside from March 20 (red week) through
October 13 (black week).
• For amounts larger than 1.5 cubic yards,
call the Sanitation and Street Division at
414-302-8800 for pick up (charges will apply)
• Brush will NOT be collected during the
holiday weeks of May 29, July 3 and Sept. 4.

Remove pots and soil
from potted plants
before placing in the
curb-line.

Grass Clippings

• Grass clipings are not
collected or accepted by
the City.
• Grass clippings cannot be
raked or allowed to blow
into the streets where they
can clog storm sewers and
contaminate run-off water.
• Leave grass clippings on
lawn, add to compost pile or
use as mulch under trees and
shrubs.
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2016 Crime Statistics

Spring General Election - April 4
Offices to vote for include State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Justice of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals
Judge, Circuit Court Judges, and West Allis-West Milwaukee, et
al. Board of Education. In addition, the ballot will have referendum
questions.
Visit the City Clerk’s election page on the City’s website at www.
westalliswi.gov for more information about voter registration,
photo ID requirements, absentee voting, important deadlines,
polling place locations, and sample ballots (when they become
available). For voter registration status, visit the State’s Voter
Information Center website at myvote.wi.gov.

The City of West Allis experienced a decrease from 2015:

Robberies
(-37.6%)

Theft from
motor vehicles
(-16%)

Aggravated Theft of motor
vehicles
assaults
(-14.13%)
(-11.64%)

The City of West Allis experienced an increase from 2015:

Homicides
Burglaries
2016 - 6
2016 - 455
2015 - 1
2015 - 388
• 5 of them have been cleared. • 66 of the total burglaries
occurred at commercial
The circumstances were
buildings.
examined and it was
• 154 of the total burglaries
determined that four of
occurred at garages.
the victims were killed by
• 210 (about 46%) of the total
someone known to them.
burglaries did not involve
• 1 is still under investigation.
forced entry, indicating a door/
window was left unlocked and/
or open.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Crime Prevention Tips
Lock the doors and windows of your apartment, residence,
business and vehicle.
Ensure doors, doorframes and locks are of sound quality.
Ensure windows and window frames are of sound quality.
Lock up valuables – do not leave them in plain view in your
residence, apartment, garage, or vehicle.
Don’t fall victim to phone scams. Never provide personal or
bank information over the phone to someone you don’t know
and who you didn’t contact yourself.
Never wire or mail money to people who contact you out of
the blue. Remember, if it is too good to be true, it probably is
a scam. If unsure, contact the West Allis Police Department
to discuss the situation with an officer.

The City of West Allis Celebrations Committee thanks
everyone who donated gifts or money for the “Remember
the Veterans” project for the holidays. The project honors
veterans from the VA who do not have families by satisfying
their modest gift requests. The Veterans’ Christmas Giving
Tree is set up in the main lobby at City Hall and interested
persons are invited to “pick a star” that lists the veteran’s
gift wish. Celebrations Committee members then wrap the
gifts and deliver them to the veterans at the VA Hospital just
in time for the Christmas holiday.

Vac and Jet Sewer Lines
Weird Water Issues? Flush Away Your Worry!
The Street and Sewer Section of the Department of Public
Works is responsible for maintaining the storm sewers and the
sanitary lines. Maintenance includes routinely vacuuming the
storm sewers and jetting (or pushing water through) the sanitary
lines. When these operations are performed, you may notice
some of the following things occurring in your home:
• Water drained from your toilets.
• An odor which is a result of the water being pulled from the
traps in your drains.
• A small amount of water coming up from the sewer drain.
These issues are not dangerous to you or your family. The toilets
can be flushed. You should run the water in your sinks to refill the
traps which will eliminate the odor. We suggest that you keep any
clothing, rugs, etc. away from basement drains and downstairs
toilets. If you have any questions, you may call the Sanitation and
Street Division at 414-302-8800 weekdays from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Woof Woof Woof
Interested in cute, miniature, K9 puppies and supporting the West Allis Police
Department's K9 Unit? We are now selling miniature K9 puppies of Diesel, Sonny,
and Jax -- $15 for 1, $40 for all 3.
The puppies can be purchased at:
West Allis Police Department,
11301 W. Lincoln Ave., M-F, 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
Diesel, Sonny and Jax thank you for your support!
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Library News

Closed Doors a
Key Part of Fire Safety

For more information about any of these programs, visit the
Library’s website westalliswi.gov/library.
ALL AGES
CHILDREN’S AND TEEN
Summer Reading Kick Off
PROGRAM
June 3, 2 p.m.-4 p.m.
Marshmallow Peeps
“Build a Better World” themed
April 18, 6:30 p.m.
activities for readers of all
Make marshmallow peeps.
ages. Registration required.
Open to 4th-12th graders.

• Close your doors and check your smoke
alarms to ensure fire safety in your home.
• Closed doors prevent air flow throughout
the home, stopping oxygen from feeding
the fire.
• Always close your interior doors when
sleeping or leaving your home.
• Closed doors create a barrier against heat
and smoke in the event of fire, giving you
valuable extra seconds to escape.

Mother Daughter Craft Night
May 11, 6:30 p.m.
Girls ages 8+ and the Moms
in their lives are invited to
enjoy an evening of free craft
projects.

website?????
https://closeyourdoor.org

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
April 13, 6:30 p.m. - Make
roller coasters out of straws
April 17, 2 p.m. - Movie:
Moana
May 2, 6:30 p.m. - Toddler
Cinema
May 9, 6:30 p.m. - I-Tea
Party. A regular tea party with
some extra science and fun
May 23, 6:30 p.m. - Toddler
Cinema

New Off-Road Ambulance

Summer Reading Program
Begins June 1 for ALL
ages. Special performers on
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 1 p.m. Storytime for
kids 0-5 on Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

The West Allis Fire Department has recently added a unique
asset to the department’s fleet that will provide greater
capabilities and better service to our customers at large events
such as State Fair. The new off-road ambulance is a hybrid
vehicle that will allow the department to efficiently provide
rescue services to construction area of the Zoo Interchange
project as well as on pavement at events with large crowds
or restricted access.
The vast majority of funding for the vehicle was provided by
two different grant sources:the Wisconsin D.O.T. and secondly
the Wisconsin Healthcare Emergency Readiness Coalition
(HERC Region 7). The funds provided by the D.O.T. covered
the purchase of the base vehicle, and the funds provided by
HERC covered many of the accessories that make the vehicle
uniquely capable within its role as an off-road rescue vehicle.
The new off-road ambulance is equipped with numerous
features to make it a highly capable rescue and transport
system and will reach speeds up to 48 mph when operating
on paved roads.
It will be housed at Fire Station #3 for quick access to the Zoo
Interchange construction project and may be requested to
respond to other communities for emergency events outside
the City of West Allis.

Lego™ Club
First Saturday of every month,
2 p.m.-3 p.m.
Bookmark Contest
April 10-23
Design your own bookmark.
Winners’ bookmarks printed
and distributed at the Library.
TEEN PROGRAM
Friday Fun
April 21, May 19, June 23,
3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Stop by to hang out with
friends, play games, enjoy
snacks and crafts.

What is runoff?

How can residents help?

The City website has many ideas
including using a rain barrel or
building a rain garden.

For information, visit the City’s website at westalliswi.gov

Yoga for Stress Relief
April 13, 7 p.m.
Free, one hour yoga session
focused on relieving stress.
Recycled Craft Night
April 18, 7 p.m.
Craft projects with recycled
materials
Milwaukee Mafia
April 25, 7 p.m.
Talk with local author Gavin
Schmitt, author of The
Milwaukee Mafia.
How to Grow the Best
Tomatoes
April 27, 7 p.m.
Joey and Holly Baird give
pointers on tomato varieties
and growing techniques.
All-ages Movie
April 29, 2:30 p.m.
Movie TBA
Comic Crafts for Free
Comic Book Day
May 6, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Make comic book crafts in
honor of Free Comic Book
Day.
Maximize Your Garden’s
Production
May 16, 7 p.m.
Joey and Holly Baird discuss
getting the most out of your
garden.

Teen Summer Reading
Begins June 1. Pick up a
reading log and start reading
to win prizes.
HOLIDAY HOURS/CLOSINGS
The library will be CLOSED the following days:
May 27 - Memorial Day Weekend
May 29 - Memorial Day

Urban
Run-off
Rain water or water from melting
snow that flows off a surface rather
than being absorbed.

ADULT PROGRAMS
Getting Crafty
April 3 & 24 and May 15, 7 p.m.
Adults aged 18+ are invited
to make spring cards, candleholders and customized slate
signs. Registration required.
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Visit westalliswi.gov/library or call 414-302-8503 for
additional library news and events.
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The City of West Allis Newsletter is a
quarterly publication mailed to West Allis residents and businesses free of charge.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
westalliswi.gov/jobs
Visit westalliswi.gov/jobs for current employment opportunities.
Sign up to be notified by email when a new position opens at the City of West Allis at westalliswi.gov/jobs.
Applications are available at westalliswi.gov or Human Resources Department,
City Hall, 7525 W. Greenfield Ave., West Allis, WI 53214, 414-302-8270.

West Allis Senior Center News
The West Allis Senior Center is located at 7001 W. National Ave. Hours are Monday – Friday, 9 a.m.4:30 p.m. Closed Holidays and weekends. Phone: (414) 302-8700.
Membership is open to anyone age 55 or older. Fees are $20 for West Allis/West Milwaukee residents,
$25 for nonresidents. The Senior Center offers a wide variety of weekly classes and activities, along
with many special events and informational programs.
Hunger Task Force’s Stockbox Program is dedicated to providing healthy foods to low-income older
adults who meet residency, age and income guidelines. Call “211” to see if you qualify for this monthly
box of nonperishable foods.
Area Agency on Aging – Senior Nutrition Programs for West Allis residents age 60 and over. Hot
lunches served weekly at 11:30 a.m. at the West Allis Senior Center, (414) 302-8703, and St. Aloysius
Parish Center, (414) 840-1704. Suggested donation is $3.00/meal. Advance reservations are required.
Contact the meal sites directly or call the Area Agency on Aging at (414) 289-6995.
Selected Events and Activities for April, May, June
Tropical Paradise Themed Painting Session. Thursday, April 27, 12:30 p.m. $10 members; $15 nonmembers.
Huge Indoor Rummage & Bake Sale. June 8 and 9, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Advance reservations required.
Protect Your Money. Information Seminar on Tuesday, May 16, 9:30 a.m. with Elder Law Attorney Karl Dovnik, Jr. Topics include:
ways to protect your assets from Medicaid, avoiding probate, saving the family home, legal paperwork, and the importance of
planning. Registration required.
Chair Yoga. Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-11 a.m., with instructor, Susie Melott. Optional meditation session from 11 a.m.-11:15 a.m.
Craft Corner. Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. Learn how to make Japanese Temari and Kusudama Curlers, Polish Porcupines
and Ecuadorian Eight-Point Stars.
Freestyle Dance. Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.-11 a.m. Move and enjoy music from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s!
Folk Dance Group. Ongoing beginner sessions on Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Arthritis Exercise Classes. Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, 10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Knit & Crochet Group. Wednesdays, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.
Wanted – Newsletter Volunteers to help collate the City’s newsletter project. Volunteer for a few hours or a few days. Project
depends on the efforts of many and takes 3-4 days to complete. Call for exact dates to help.
Gifts of Warmth Program accepting donations of acrylic 4-ply and baby yarns used to make knitted and crocheted items for a
variety of community projects and programs.
Computer Labs. Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 12 p.m.-2 p.m. Call for more information.
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Glenn Rieder, Inc. Selects West Allis

Glenn Rieder, Inc., a custom architectural millwork manufacturer
and commercial interior contractor, announced plans to construct
an $8 million, 120,000 sq. ft. headquarters in West Allis at 1960
S. 67th Place. The company has over 240 employees, with over 80
employees based in the Milwaukee region. The City will sell the
remediated brownfield site to Glenn Rieder, Inc. for $1. The project
will include 33,000 sq. ft. of contemporary office space and 90,000 sq.
ft. state-of-the-art manufacturing space.
In business since 1946, Glenn Rieder, Inc. is active in all major markets across the United States. Some key projects include Marquette University
Law School, Lambeau Field, corporate headquarters’ interiors including Easton Corporation, Pritzker and Hyatt Corporation, and renowned
restaurants, casinos and hotels. The business has outgrown its facility at 3420 W. Capitol Dr. and explored several growth opportunities
throughout southeast Wisconsin before deciding on West Allis. The expansion is expected to create new employment opportunities.
The City marketed the site for a number of years and prepared the site for the development through the use of Tax Increment Financing, state
brownfield grants, and other federal grants from the U.S. EPA and HUD.

New Generation Takes
Over at Kegel’s Inn

From iconic murals and stained glass windows
to the storied shine of aged wood floors, a dining
experience at historic Kegel’s Inn located at 59th and
National Ave. is a family tradition like no other. The
Prohibition-era speakeasy offers impressive oldworld décor while a new generation of ownership
shines a bright light on the restaurant’s future.
For over 70 years, members of the Kegel family
have been serving German cuisine as well as a
popular fish fry and other house specialties. Late in 2016, Julian Kegel and his
wife Stephanie assumed ownership from Rob and Jim Kegel who were the third
generation of Kegel to greet and serve returning customers. Rob Kegel, former
owner, shared, “I wanted the business to go to a fourth generation,” adding that
he is happy the business will be around for years to come. Jim Kegel continues to
work part time at the restaurant.
Julian Kegel said, “Everything is warm and there is an overall nice experience
when you visit.” He has memories of family gatherings and the delicious food
that he sampled as a child that inspired his venture into restaurant ownership.
Julian added, “The recipes are authentic and homemade through a labor of love.”
Julian and Stephanie Kegel are excited about the neighborhood and how West
Allis is at the hub of the metro area. To see more of the interview with Julian and
Stephanie Kegel, visit: https://youtube/9j867roG6cQ.

Lula Mae Aesthetic Boutique Opens!

Lula Mae Aesthetic Boutique, a full service day spa, joined
the West Allis business community with a spring opening
at 6330 W. Greenfield Ave. The business offers high quality
beauty products customer care through aesthetics, massage,
and nail treatments. The business is named after Audrey
Hepburn’s character role in Breakfast at Tiffany’s.
Start-up entrepreneur Danielle Hopkins visited the
City of West Allis Department of Development late in
2016 to open her dream business. With a business plan
developed through the assistance of the Wisconsin
Women’s Business Initiative Corporation (WWBIC), Ms.
Hopkins applied for an economic development loan from
the City. In partnership with WWBIC, the City approved
financial assistance to promote entrepreneurship and
new employment opportunities in the community and to
attract a new business to the Six Points Farmers Market
neighborhood.
Visit Lula Mae Aesthetic Boutique on Facebook or at
www.lulamaespa.com.

Department of Development (414) 302-8460 www.westalliswi.gov

West Allis Downtown is
growing! With the addition
of Aggie’s Bakery and Cake
Shop, Urban Joe Café, Uncle
Ned’s Antiques and Freese’s
Candy Shoppe’s new façade, our
downtown is changing and you
are invited to join us! The goal
of our Economic Development Committee is to attract and retain
businesses that complement our existing mix of storefronts. There
are several opportunities for entrepreneurs to pursue their dreams
and join the West Allis Downtown family.
Storefronts available in our downtown include:
Retail Space:
1366 S. 71st St.
1411 S. 72nd St.
7046 W. Greenfield Ave.
7110 W. Greenfield Ave.
7140 W. Greenfield Ave.
7241 W. Greenfield Ave.
7326 W. Greenfield Ave.
7447 W. Greenfield Ave.
7540 W. Greenfield Ave.

Office Space:
7311 W. Greenfield Ave.
Second Floor Office
(Multiple locations)
Restaurant Space:
7211 W. Greenfield Ave.
7524 W. Greenfield Ave.

The successes we have had during the past few years have been
noticed. We are considered an up-and-coming neighborhood,
attracting new businesses and activity. With the popularity of
the Wisconsin State Fair and the new developments being made
in the Six Point neighborhood, each less than a mile from West
Allis Downtown, the Business Improvement District is the heart
of the city and is the center of activity. We are on the lookout for
businesses to join the downtown and help serve the needs of our
neighbors.
Based on a study conducted by the Wisconsin Main Street Program,
the types of businesses that would thrive in our downtown are:
• Specialty Foods: Family Diner, Ethnic Restaurants, Breweries
• Clothing: Children’s Clothing, Work Clothing
• Health: Spa, Fitness Club
In addition to the prime location, the Downtown West Allis
Business Improvement District provides numerous advantages to
entrepreneurs and small business owners. Our organization offers
signage and advertising assistance, grant programs to help offset
costs, hosts annual events bringing thousands of people to the area,
and has a multitude of resources thanks to our connections with
Wisconsin Main Street and other community organizations.
If you or someone you know would
like to open a business in West Allis
Downtown and be a part of a growing
community, contact Executive
Director Dianne Eineichner at
director@downtownwestallis.org
or by phone at (414) 774-2676.
For more detailed information on
the vacancies listed, visit
www.westallisdowntown.com.

WELCOME TO WEST ALLIS

Chick-fil-A opened their newest location at Hwy. 100 and
Cleveland Ave. The store is expected to create 85 jobs. The 4,750
sq. ft. store is located on nearly 1.3 acres of land situated in front
of the Pick n Save and Kohl’s stores. Other recent investments in
this area include UW Credit Union and Panda Express.

COMING SOON TO WEST ALLIS
Stanton Optical

In January, the West Allis
Plan Commission approved
construction of a Stanton
Optical franchise to be
located at the southwest
corner of Hwy 100 and W. Oklahoma Ave. Stanton Optical is a
nation-wide provider of optometry services, retail vision products
and other related products and services.
The new development will replace an existing auto service
station, which has recently been vacant. All present building
and site improvements will be razed. The 3,450 sq. ft. building
will be located on the corner, with parking behind it that can
be accessed from both roadways. The building is expected to
provide architectural interest and activity to this highly trafficked
intersection.
The project is anticipated to begin construction in spring 2017 to
be completed by the end of summer.

The Mechanics

Jim Schmidkunz has received approval to open an auto repair
shop at 9435 W. Lincoln Ave., to be known as “The Mechanics.”
The site, which has been vacant for some time, will be improved
within the next six months with new perimeter landscaping,
fencing, parking lot improvements, stormwater infrastructure and
architectural paint and siding. The enhancements will improve the
appearance of the intersection and provide additional business
activity to the city.

Wisconsin Room Tax Law

With recent changes to the State of Wisconsin Room Tax Law,
municipalities are now required to spend 70% of hotel room taxes
on tourism development and promotion. This creates an exciting
opportunity for the City of West Allis to explore ways to leverage
the community’s strengths to drive tourism. As a result, the City
will be partnering with a marketing firm to develop and assist in
the implementation of a rebranding, positioning and marketing
plan. This plan will capitalize on the many positive aspects of West
Allis and expand awareness of the businesses, services and events
offered in the City to drive visitors, businesses and developers
to the community. Stay connected and follow the City on social
media to watch these developments unfold, or sign up for our
Notify Me subscription service at westalliswi.gov/notifyme to
receive email or text alerts of City news, events and opportunities.

www.westalliswi.gov/whywestallis

Sunday,
June 4, 2017
12 NoonNoon-6pm
Greenfield Ave. Between 70th & 76th
& adjacent side streets
In cooperation with:

Free Admission & Parking ● Live Music & Entertainment ● Food ● Games ● Animal Avenue
Inflatables ● Artists ● Crafters ● Valuable Information
For more information on how you can be part of this event, visit the events page on
www.WestAllisDowntown.com

Stroll through West Allis Downtown
This Summer
Every third Saturday, May Through September, downtown businesses are
welcome to extend their shops to the sidewalks! These Stroll & Shops are a fun, easy way for the
shops to show off their services and products to visitors who might not normally stop in.
Stroll & Shops will be held every third Saturday, May Through September from 10 am to 6 pm.
For more information, visit
www.WestAllisDowntown.com.

Downtown West Allis (DWA) is teaming up with

The West Allis –West Milwaukee Students in Transition
(SIT) Program.
Homeless families within the WA/WM School District need things
such as food, clothing, hygiene supplies, etc. The SIT Program has
found that families cannot take much with them, as they are often
going from place to place. So, rather than taking up a collection of
clothing, our organization will be collecting donations to be used for resale or grocery store gift
cards. That way, when a family is in need of specific items or food for the night, the SIT Program
can provide a gift card or they can purchase the item. Donations of hygiene supplies are also
extremely helpful (toothbrushes/paste, razors, deodorant, shaving cream, etc.)
For a complete list of businesses who will be collecting donations and supplies,
visit “Community Links” on our www.westallisdowntown.com.
For more information on the SIT Program, please contact:
Jaime Goelz #604-3023 or Jessica Lovely #604-3541
“Facilitators for Students in Transition”

Get involved!
Interested in being part of the West Allis Downtown and, in turn, reaching out to the community?
Why not become a West Allis Downtown Volunteer? Join us Tuesday, April 11, 2017 for our first Volunteer
Recruitment Event. This event will give attendees a feel for our different volunteer opportunities, such as tending
brick planters, helping at events like West Allis A La Carte and the Classic Car Show, delivering
newsletter, and more! The event will be held from 5 to 7 pm at our office located at
7231 W Greenfield Avenue, Suite 201.
To RSVP for this informational meeting, contact our office at (414) 774-2676 or email us at
promotions @downtownwestallis.org.

OPERATIONAL REFERENDUM INFORMATION
WHAT IS ON THE BALLOT APRIL 4, 2017?
The West Allis-West Milwaukee School District has
proposed an OPERATIONAL REFERENDUM asking
district taxpayers for up to an additional $2.5 million for
each of the next five school years. Funds would be used
to protect and develop educational programming, attract
and retain teachers, and rebuild the District fund reserve.
If approved by the voters on April 4th, residents would
pay an additional $58 per year for every $100,000 of
property value for five years.

WHY IS THE DISTRICT PROPOSING AN
OPERATIONAL REFERENDUM?
Since 2007-2008, the purchase of Lane Intermediate School
and the buildings on 70th street (requiring administrative
expansion and the purchase of supplies and equipment),
multiple capital improvement projects funded with District
reserve, OPEB debt payments, expansion to all day fouryear-old kindergarten, poorly structured technology leases,
and inconsistent budget oversight all contributed to $20
million dollars in overspending.

WHAT IS AN OPERATIONAL REFERENDUM?
An operational referendum asks voters permission to
exceed the imposed revenue limit for the purpose of
funding annual school operations. It is not a referendum
to incur debt for construction of new schools.

VOTE APRIL 4, 2017

Since the new leadership team started in the 2015-2016
school year, the District has reduced expenses and cut $8
million dollars from operating costs (including $2 million
dollars from staff compensation).
We cannot continue to provide essential educational
programs and curriculum and effective class sizes while
working to attract/retain teachers and rebuild the District
fund reserve within the District’s allowable revenue limit.

OPERATIONAL REFERENDUM

www.wawm.k12.wi.us/referendum

OPERATIONAL REFERENDUM
WHAT WILL THE REFERENDUM PAY FOR?

VOTE APRIL 4, 2017

WHAT WILL THE REFERENDUM COST?
If the operational referendum is approved on April 4th by a
majority of district voters, the school portion of resident’s
property tax would increase by approximately $58 per year
for every $100,000 of property tax value for five years.
Estimated Tax Increase
Per Year for Five (5) Years
$100,000 of property value
$200,000 of property value
$300,000 of property value

Per Month
$5
$10
$14

Per Year
$58
$116
$174

Total Over
$291
$580
$870

WHAT IF THE REFERENDUM FAILS?
Courses that foster personal excellence like band,
orchestra, choir, computer literacy, world language,
technical education, family consumer education, business
education, art, engineering, and Advanced Placement.
Programming that attracts families to our community and
schools like Next Generation Learning Community
(NxGLC), language immersion, intermediate and high
school sports, summer school programming, extracurricular activities, technology/library support, student
services, and interventions.
Our ability to attract and retain gifted teachers – especially
in some key curricular areas – that are meaningfully
engaged in their work and able to perform at a high level.
Our need to rebuild the District fund reserve; reducing
interest payments and providing a safeguard in case of an
emergency.

If the referendum fails, we will make the following
recommendations for budget cuts in the 2017-2018 School
Year:
Eliminate elementary music lessons. Cost savings
$140,000.
Eliminate all intermediate extra-curricular sports (e.g.,
cross country, basketball, wrestling, volleyball, poms,
and track) and selected high school sports (e.g., golf,
tennis, gymnastics, and swimming/diving). Cost
savings $250,000
Reduce 50% of school library and classroom
technology support positions. Cost savings $560,000.
Increase class size at the secondary level. Cost
savings $560,000.
Reduce staff compensation. Cost savings $1,000,000.
Cost savings are an estimation based on enrollment projections for the 2017-2018 school year.

LEARN MORE at www.wawm.k12.wi.us/referendum
We believe in the future of the West Allis-West Milwaukee School District and its legacy.
We are grateful for the deep sense of commitment shared by the citizens, students, parents, and
staff in our community. Our hope is that a successful operational referendum will help us avoid
significant cuts and lay the foundation for a stable fiscal future. We always want this community
and our schools to be a place known for its ability to best serve children and their families.
Thank you to Midland Paper and Gordon Flesch for the paper and print donation.

